
1 

 
 

Hawker Town Crier  –  Box 169 Hawker  SA  5434  –  email  towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

 

JUNE 2026 

Thank you to all who generously contributed photos for this issue. 

Fashions of the Field winners: Local Lady winner, Aman-

da Gill (pictured right with her son Troy) and Annalise 

Fisher (pictured above with her mother Anne Marie, win-

ner of The In-Between Icon (ages 13-17). Fashionista of 

the Future winner, (12 & under) Lily Morgan (top). 

Hawker Races 2026 
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Congratulations 

 

Giving is the key to living 

Every day is a reason for giving 

And giving is the key to living. 

So let us give ourselves away,  

Not just today but everyday, 

And remember, a kind and thoughtful 

deed 

Or a hand outstretched in a time of 

need 

Is the rarest of gifts, for it is a part,  

Not of the purse but of a loving heart 

And he who gives of himself will find  

True joy of heart and peace of mind. 

Were you born at 

Hawker Hospital in 

1956? 

 

Do you know some-

one born at Hawker 

Hospital in 1956? 

 

Please contact Julie 

or Carmel 

Acknowledgement 

The Hawker District Memorial Health Advisory Council 

would like to acknowledge and thank the Hawker Hospital 

Auxiliary for the great work they do fundraising for the hos-

pital. The auxiliary were recognised by Flinders and Upper 

North Local Health Network during Volunteer Week. 
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Services 

10.00am each Sunday 

21st June Service Rev Sunny 

 

Fellowship 

Next Meeting 

June 24th Farina (perhaps) 

 

Sunday Mass 

Hawker 10.30am 
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The Hawker Railway Dam 

Following the railway closure, the dam I’d known since I was a boy held only a few feet of water because 
it had become heavily silted. Leo Collins, a long-time respected resident, and I often spoke of the ad-
vantages of cleaning it out for gardeners especially as the local bore supply that at the time wasn’t desali-
nated. 

I was the manager at the Barytes mine at the time and had access to machinery. Nearing our Christmas 
break I said I would use our 933 track loader and see how we go at getting the silt out. When it was time 
to start it raised some eyebrows and as expected the loader had to be pulled out, the council supplied 
their dozer for some days until the loader was able to get in and out by itself. I keenly let any of my work-
ers drive the loader, but rather than move the silt any distance it was piled on top of the original iron 
fence to form much higher banks than they were originally. Three weeks later plus some bull-dozer work 
it was job done. 

Lindsay Clarke our very popular council chief at the time sent me a letter of thanks, saying without my 

effort it may have never been done, and because of the use of the water for the Blue Burt Park I was giv-

en the honour of planting the federation tree there. However, since the council amalgamation, it would 

seem Quorn wants to make a cash cow out of the whole setup that has run smoothly for years, supplying 

water well above mains quality for gardeners in the town and the Blue Burt Park lawns. 

 Bernie Matthews 

Work on the Railway Dam, January, 1983. 

(right and below) 

Spiers family collection 
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

From the TOWN CRIER Archives 
 36 Years Ago  -  June 1990                                                                                                              (Cover Price 70c) 

Weather: The highest maximum for the month of May was 27.6 C, the lowest minimum was 2.8 C and 

43.6mm of rain was recorded. 

Historical notes: At least one Australian had two bob each way during the heated federation debate in the 

1890’s. James Edmonds, an associated editor with the Bulletin, entered an essay contest run by Edward Cole, 

owner of Melbourne’s famous book arcade. Edmonds won 100 pounds for the best essay in favour of federa-

tion. Then, under a pseudonym, he also wrote the best essay opposing federation and should have won anoth-

er 100 pounds, however Mr Coles refused to hand over the prize, claiming Edmond’s duel effort was contrary 

to the spirit of the competition. 

On June 13th 1927 Gordon Kirlpatrick, better known as Slim Dusty was born. 

On June 14th 1883 a banquet for over 1000guests was held at Albury to celebrate the connection of  the rail-

ways of NSW and Victoria. 

On the 17th June 1939 the murderer Eugene Weidmann was the last person in France to be guillotined in 

public. 

 20 Years Ago  -  June 2006                                                                                                              (Cover Price $2.00) 

 10 Years Ago  June  2016                                                                                                                (Cover Price $2.00) 

Hawker Races: “They're racing in the bush: Hawker blitzes field” featured on the ABC North and West pro-
gramme. 

Rawnsley Eco –villas were officially opened by Hon Tim Fischer on June 2nd. 

Hawker Area School: students and staff enjoyed a camp to Kangaroo Island including travelling on the Sea 
Link Ferry. 

Historical Notes: Does this give you food for thought. 

Thank God for dirty dishes, 

They have a yarn to tell, 

And by the stacks I have, it seems, 

We are living very well. 

While  people in some countries starve, I haven’t the heart to fuss, 

For, by the stack of evidence, 

God’s awfully good to us. 

 

Hawker Races: Approximately 840 patrons passed through the gate. On a sunny day. The Fashions in the 
field  was a tough pick for the judges. Andrea Teague won the “Millinery” award, Aurelia Reynolds best 
dressed “Under 18”, and Fashions on the Field award went to Rachel Villa. 

The Toyota Cup was won by In Taipei trained by Wally Bencic of Orroroo and ridden by Ashley Doyle 

Hawker Cricket Club: On 30th April The Hawker Cricket Club in conjunction with Rawnsley Park Station 
held a fundraising event detailing as many Dohne merino wether lambs as possible by lunchtime. A grand total 
of 240 lambs were shorn over the four stands. Volunteers donated their time and professional skills to the club 
and raised $1240 for their efforts. A significant portion of this money was forwarded to the Hawker Junior 
Sports Club. 

Golf News:  Winners of May 7th Stroke were A Grade Jezza Burt, B Grade Ken Dyker, C Grade Simon Hil-
der. May 14th Stableford winner was Mike Doughty, May 28th Cradock Hotel trophy winner was Chris 
McAuley. Nearest the pin Scott Teague. 
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PORT AUGUSTA  

 

MEAT STORE 

Owner Ron Surman 

69 Commercial Road Port Augusta 

(near the Bread Shop) 

All cuts of Meats, Family packs,  

Bulk buys of Pork, Beef & Lamb 

Place an order by Phone and it can be  

delivered to Hawker (conditions apply) 

Please contact us for a detailed list of the 

 Meat Packs 

Contact Ron on 

Ph: 8642 2255   Fax 8641 1787 
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For all your electrical and whitegood repairs 

 

Moose Haywood 

PO Box 15 

Hawker SA 5434 

Mooseelectrical@outlook.com 

0427758288 

 

 

Contractors License—PGE185799 

Moose Electrical and Repairs 



15 

 
 



16 

 
 



17 

 
 



18 

 
 

 

Scott Teague presents the cheque to Carmel Reynolds, along with Freemasons L to R John Hills, Steve Fawcett, 

John Teague and Darryl Fels; with Jane Tanner holding the Vein Finder 
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HAWKER RACES 2026 
A family catch-up– 

Bernie & Louise Reid 

(nee McAuley) and 

her sister Therese & 

husband, Greg. 

Paul Thornton, Mark Lindblom and 

Tammy Lindblom enjoying the day. 

Current and former residents John Shute, Brendan Reynolds, Allan Gregory, Graham 

Shute, Kym Gregory, Stephen Gregory and Peter Gregory enjoying the day at the races. 

Former Hawker Residents  L to R  
Margie Rowe, Shirley Carn, Jill 

McHendrie and Eileen Smith (nee 

Haynes)  
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History Exhibition Opening 

ABOVE : Catching up with their sis-

ter Maggie Goddard were race en-

thusiasts friend, Ian Hedges, and 

her brothers Mike and Paul Skully. 

RIGHT: Sharon Ackland (nee Hall), 

Peggy Norton (nee Hall) and Ken 

Norton in front of John Hall’s dis-

play at the Hawker Horse Events 

history exhibition 

Lorna McEvoy (nee Telfer), Helen Fels, Rosie Luckraft 

(above) at the opening of the Hawker Horse Events. 

Richard Stevens (left) with the exhibition book, a copy of 

which he kindly donates to the Hawker School Commu-

nity Library. 
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Cruising Classic Cars 
An impressive collection of classic cars were recently spotted cruising 

the streets of Hawker before heading off to lunch at Cradock. 

Squashed grasshoppers proved  a challenge for some enthusiasts! 

Maggie Goddard captured some of the chrome classics! 

Earthquakes 

There were two earthquakes near Hawker in May, one NE of Hawker and east of Glenlyle on 03/05/2026 

at 11:24:36 AM. This earthquake was a Magnitude: 3.7 and at a Depth: 5 kms. This was felt by many peo-

ple in Hawker. The other was west of Hawker and near the original Burt family home, on 07/05/2026 

02:25:52 PM with a Magnitude: 2.2 and Depth of 10 kms. More information on the web at https://

earthquakes.ga.gov.au/  Please see more information about the earthquake on page 23. 

The red arrows point 

to the yellow dots 

which mark the loca-

tion of the earth-

quakes. 
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This is the how a digital recorder records the same event on dif-

ferent recorders depending on the location.  

 

 

 

 

TOP: Recording Station located west of Jarvis Hill range.  

BOTTOM: Leigh Creek Recording Station.  

 

The Seismograph at Hawker Motors 

showing the reading of the same trem-

or, unfortunately the pen jammed. 

LOCAL EARTH MOVEMENT ON 3RD MAY 2026. 
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McInnis Family Sheep Station 

Camping and Cottage Stays 

Please call for bookings 

Robyn 0438472700 

Andrew 0437870378 

Or email wonokastation518@gmail.com 

Wonoka.com.au  

 
 

mailto:wonokastation518@gmail.com
http://wonoka.com.au/
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McINNIS PLUMBING HAWKER 

Can do: 

• Hot/Cold Water Installation 

• Gas 

• Back Flow Testing 

• General Maintenance 

Licence NO: PGE 5514 

                     BLD53713 

 

andrewmcinnis1@bigpond.com 

Phone Andrew 0437870378 

• Accommodation 

• Caravan Park 

• Camping Sites 

• Bar & Dining 

• Outback Hospitality 

Tel. (08) 8648 4867   

www.northblinmanhotel.com.au 

NORTH BLINMAN HOTEL 

“The Pub 

in the 

Scrub” 
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HAWKER HOTEL 
Lunches 12-2pm 

Dinner 6-8pm 

Come in and find out what nightly specials we have 

Takeaways phone 08 86484102 

Happy Hour  Wed 5-6, Fri 5-7, Sun 5-6 

We would love to see you 

 

All welcome  
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Have you booked to 

attend the Home Care 

Session at Quorn for 

Senior’s Week?  

 

Transport is available 

from Hawker. 

Please contact Julie 

Brown 0429773270 
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GOLF REPORT 

A Matter of Adapting 

We had another eleven players turn out for Saturday’s Par Round where the conditions were warm and a little breezy at 

times. Fairways were rewarding but players needed to keep an eye out when in the rough. It was a challenge for players to 

cut out the risky shots off the fairway and into the creek or pay the penalty. 

Angus McInnis was the player who managed to adapt on the tight layout and master his slice at times. Conquering his errors 

Angus got around the course with a +4 score, which did include some penalties such as his drive on the third which went 

through the fence, only to be followed by a massive drive up the fairway. 

Also playing well for the only other positive score on the day was Mark McAuley, who finished with a +1 for his round, includ-

ing an unfortunate last three holes that were losses. Daren O’Neill also put in a solid round to recover from early losses to 

finish square with the card. 

At the end of the round Angus, Mark and Daren took out the ball prizes, with Ben DuBois taking away the NTP for the best 

shot on the fourth. This Saturday is a Stableford round with Saul Webb the starter and he will be joined by 

Chris Wenham on scrapes. After this the season moves on with a Stroke round starting at 9am, followed by 

the first round of the Club Championship. 

 

Almost Stuck in the Mud! 

With a few drops of rain overnight the Hawker Golf Course was in a sticky state as eight players turned out for Saturday’s Sta-

bleford round. Players were initially greeted by some extra wind and a bit of rain early in the round. After nine holes this de-

veloped into a welcome burst of sunlight as the afternoon went on. With strong winds and, the wet sticky ground the combi-

nation made life fun for the players.  

In the end the mud also made a monopoly for the winner, as most players battled through to get scores in the 20s. Ben Du-

Bois played a consistent game that saw him get 19 points on each nine for a score of 38 points in total. In addition to this his 

consistent game also resulted in a straight shot on the Nearest the Pin Sixth hole to take away the straight hitter prize. Not 

getting into too much trouble seemed to be the secret, but this still didn’t stop an errant shot into the creek on the side of the 

fourth hole.  

All  players in different places managed to find the thick green cabbage or wards weed in the rough or in the creek. Getting 

stuck on the edge and then chipping in, in an effort to get across to the third fairway cost Daren O’Neill the second time 

around, whilst Scott Teague hit a good tee shot on the second, only to see the gentle draw hook with the wind into the rough 

on the left. Mark McAuley who had the second best score of 33 points, and came home with a solid 19 points the second time 

round, also experienced the wind and the rough. The grief was especially felt for most players around the third hole.  

 

May 13th    A Good Day for a Personal Best in the lead up to a Great Month ahead.  

We had another good turnout of eight players on Saturday for our first round of Stroke golf for the Hawker Golf Season. It has 

been great to see so many players on the course and a lot of juniors coming out to develop their golf enjoyment and skills. In 

great conditions for the game we had some good scores including a personal best, which is always good to see.  

Angus McInnis played a personal best round, breaking 80 for the first time at Hawker, coming out with 42 off the stick on the 

first nine holes, only to fire up on the back nine for 37 shots and a 79 for the day. With his form on the improve Angus is 

warming up nicely for some more solid rounds this season. Also in great form was Ben DuBois who battled hard on the first 

nine to stay in contention and likewise built on his efforts with a great back nine, finishing on 76 off the stick for the day. Simi-

larly Mark McAuley overcame some difficulties on the first nine to then better his handicap on the last nine holes for a 92, 

Nett 78.  

After a good day of golf Angus took out the top prize with his stroke score converting to a 65 Nett, Ben coming in second with 

a Nett 68 and Mark McAuley in third with his Nett 78.  Continued on page 38. 

After a break for the Hawker rac-

es,  golf will resume with the sec-

ond round of the Club Champion-

ships with Ben DuBois, Angus 

McInnis and Adam Gill on the 

meal roster, Adam Gill is the 

starter and Adam and Daren 

O’Neill are on Scrapes. This is 

followed by a Par round on June 

13th. So a big month of golf 

ahead for players to tidy up their 

equipment and their games
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HAWKER COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE 

JUNE 2026 

The Sports Centre will continue to be a busy 

place in June.  

 

A Shitbox Car Rally with 504 participants and 

about 252 cars (depending on how many will still 

be on the road by the time they reach Hawker!)

will camp at the Sports Centre on Saturday 20th 

June, leaving early the next day. The Golf and 

Cricket club, Hawker Area School Parents and 

Friends and Hawker History group are capably 

catering for their stay, including dinner on the 

Saturday night, Sunday morning breakfast and a 

packed lunch to set them on their way. The 

Hawker Community Development Board is coor-

dinating the event. 

 

This will be another fantastic fundraising oppor-

tunity with outside money coming into the com-

munity. Huge thanks to those who have already 

volunteered to help. If you would like to offer 

your assistance, please contact Mike Doughty 

(Sports Centre bars), Ben DuBois (Golf/Cricket 

Clubs), Jo DuBois (HAS Parents & Friends), Janice 

McInnis/Cate Burt (History Group). 

BAR ROSTER 

Bar Duty commences at 6.00pm and closes 

no later than 12 midnight 

JUNE 

6  Ben DuBois 

13  Scott Teague 

20  Chris McAuley, plus helpers (car rally) 

Inside & outside bars will be operating 

27  Brendon McInnis 

Thanks  Mike Doughty 

   Bar Manager 

PLEASE NOTE    NEW PHONE NUMBER 

Sports Centre: 0436 486 162 

Bookings: 864844014 

Email:  

sportscentre5434@gmail.com 

If you are unable to do your bar duty please 

organise a replacement well in advance and 

record your change on the roster at the 

Club. 
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CHARGES FOR 2026 
Town Crier Editorial Com-

mittee would like to take 

this opportunity to advise 

our Readers/ Supporters 

and Business Contributors 

of the charges for 2026 

  Single Year 

Full Page $30  

Half Page $16 $150 

Quarter Page $10 $85 

Classifieds $5   

All letters to the Town Crier must be signed by the contributor but can be published anonymously if requested. 

Articles are published at the Editorial Committee’s discretion. 

We welcome your contributions. 

Email to: towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

DISCLAIMER  

The views expressed in articles submitted to the Town Crier are not necessarily those of the committee. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2026 

Electronic $27.50 forward your email details to Town 

Crier: towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

Postal  $66.50 

Payments to the Town Crier can be made by: 

Cash – paid at Hawker Motors 

Direct Credit – HCDB BSB 015-206  

  Account No: 6220 04022 

PLEASE REFERENCE: TC SUBS (post or email) & your 
SURNAME when making EFT payments 

Cheque: Made payable to the  

Hawker Community Development Board. 

Payment of Subscribers & Advertisements to be paid 
on submission.  

NO JANUARY TOWN CRIER 

FUTURE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

20th & 21st June 2026: Shitbox Car Rally– 504 visitors and approx. 252 cars 

Help needed with catering for dinner, breakfast, packed lunch; & bar staff (two bars) 

Please contact organisers: Golf & Cricket Clubs, HAS Parents & Friends, Friends of Hawker 

Halls/ Hawker History Group to offer your assistance. 

19th Sept 2026 Craft Mart opens    3rd October 2026 Hospital Reunion 

16th & 17th Sept. 2027: World Rogaining Championships, Rawnsley Park 

Continued from page 34 

After a break for the Hawker races, golf will resume with the second round of the Club Championships with Ben 

DuBois, Angus McInnis and Adam Gill on the meal roster, Adam Gill is the starter and Adam and Daren O’Neill are 

on Scrapes. This is followed by a Par round on June 13th. So a big month of golf ahead for players to tidy up their 

equipment and their games. 

GOLF NEWS   25 Season Winners 
A Grade winner    Alby (Allan) Ireland 
Runner up     Ben DuBois 
B Grade winner    Mark McAuley 
Runner up     Daren O’Neill 
C Grade winner    Angus McInnis 
Runner up     Andrew McInnis 
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Community Calendar June 2026 

Community Calendar July 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5  6  Golf Tea 

7 8 King’s Birthday 

holiday 

9 10 11 12 13 

14 Seniors 

Week 14th-

19th 

15 16 17 18  19 20 Shit Box Rally 

21 22 23 24 

Fellowship 

25 26 27 Golf Tea 

28 Horses 

History Exhib. 

closes 

29 30     

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 School Holi-

days 

4 

5 6 Exercises 7 8 9 10 11 Wirreanda 

Tea & Elders Day 

Golf 

12 13 14 15 16 Friendship 

Group 

17 18 

19 20 School  

commences  

21 22 

Fellowship 

23 24 25 

Golf Tea 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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