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Hawker Area School at Quorn Swimming Carnival 

The green, green grass of Hawker! 

AWKER 
APRIL 26 H 

Hawker Town Crier  –  Box 169 Hawker  SA  5434  –  email  towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 
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—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

From the TOWN CRIER Archives 
 36 Years Ago  -  April 1990                                                                                                              (Cover Price 70c) 

CWA: Donated four wooden garden chairs to the Hawker Hospital. 

Bowls Club Championships: Men’s singles winner was Ken Smith who defeated Stephen Gregory 26/5. 

Women’s singles winner was Lorraine Lindblom who defeated Olive Bischoff 27/21 

In the pairs the men’s winners were Mopsy Daniel and Stephen Gregory defeated Phillip Spiers and Blue 

Burt 12/11, while the women’s winners were Maureen Trenorden and Marion McInnis defeating Ollie 

Trinder and Pat Moss. 

Weather: The highest maximum  for the month was 40.0C, with the lowest minimum being 10.0C . 7.8mm 

rain was recorded. 

Historical Notes: February 19th 1942 was the first enemy attack on Australian soil that hit the Darwin 

Post Office killing all ten workers. When the raid began 9 workers took refuge in the garden but “Snowy” 

Halls stayed at the Morse Key and tapped out a desperate message to the Adelaide Post Office. Bill Duke, a 

telegraphist, who had survived the attack, travelled 13 km out of Darwin and set up a make shift station re-

storing the link to Adelaide. 

 20 Years Ago  -  April 2006                                                                                                              (Cover Price $2.00) 

 10 Years Ago  -  April 2016                                                                                                                (Cover Price $2.00) 

Hawker Celebrates: Some 400 people converged on Hawker Community Sports Centre on 10th March to 
help celebrate 150th Anniversary of Hawker, 50th anniversary of Hawker Camera Club, and 10th anniver-
sary of the Hawker Community Sports Centre. The book “Hawker Hub of the Flinders-Revisited 2005” 
was launched. Life membership of the Hawker Sports Centre were bestowed on Joy and Udo Boettger, Ja-
net Teague, Tony Smith and Brian Dearlove. The “babes of 1956” who were born at the Hawker Hospital 
also celebrated their 50th Birthday.. There were wonderful displays and much reminiscing. The festivities 
concluded with a combined Church service. 

ICPA News: On Sunday February 19h 2006 Branch Life Memberships were awarded to three inaugural 
members of the Flinders Ranges Branch of ICPA. Branch president, Leonard Nutt presented the awards to 
Kaye Fels and Richard and Jane Warwick. 

Weather:  The highest maximum for the month was 39.0C and the lowest minimum was 11.0C. 15.5mm of 
rain was recorded. 

Historical Notes: March 19th 1964 in Switzerland the St Bernard tunnel, through the Alps to Italy was 
opened. 

March 8th 1972 Housewives are warned to look out for profiteering by manufacturers when metric 
measures come in. 

 

School News: School students have visited Arkapena to see the farming practices. They travelled to Leigh 
Creek to participate in the Swimming Carnival despite the cold weather. Harmony Day was celebrated with 
a variety of activities and the sharing of food for lunch. 

Weather: The first two weeks of March were the hottest on record for this time of the year. The unusually 
hot weather was accompanied by very high humidity. Storms threatened on a number of days but only one 
significant fall of 24mm was recorded. The highest maximum was 41.0C and the lowest minimum was 6.5C. 
Interestingly the highest minimum recorded for the month was 24.5C 
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Hawker Health Service 
Update 

March 2026 

We have welcomed Trudy Bowshire as the temporary EO/Don of both Hawker and Quorn hospital sites.  

Bookings can be made to speak to Trudy by calling administration. 

Wasn’t that rain lovely?  The entire Flinders Ranges are looking lovely and green, along with the hospital 
yard.  Moose has been spending many an hour mowing and weeding. A working bee has been organised 
with the amazing cooperation of both Hawker and Quorn maintenance teams to help tidy the grounds at 

the Hawker Hospital. The recent rain has really overtaken the grass and garden beds, so their support has 

been greatly appreciated. 

Footy Tipping has started, with some staunch footy supporters onsite we are looking forward to the 

matches being an entertaining experience. 

Current job vacancies for Hawker that can be found on https://careers.sahealth.gov.au are  

Job number 927703  - Facilities Service Officer- 0.5FTE 

Job number 905099  - Registered Nurse—casual position 

L-R Andrew, Moose, Matt and 

Gary 

Watch these spaces for 

the updates 
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Meet Verina 

Verina has relocated from NSW to join us in Hawker.  

An Enrolled nurse with aged care experience we wel-

come her to the Hawker Team. 

Verina is looking forward to exploring the Flinders 

Ranges and all that they have to offer. 

Please give her a warm welcome if you see her out 

and about. 

Assistant in Nursing—Enrolled Nurse Cadet 

Chelsea has succeeded in gaining an Enrolled Nurse Cadet 

Role at the Hawker Hospital.  She will be working through her 

Diploma in Enrolled Nursing at TAFE while working at the hos-

pital as an AIN until qualified in 18 months.   

Chelsea will also continue her role in the services team. 
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Easter Services 

Good Friday—9.00am 

Easter Sunday– 10.00am 

 

Fellowship 

Next Meeting 

April -  no meeting 

 

 

HOSPITAL 
AUXILIARY 
MEETING 

Monday May 11th, 
1.30pm 

Hospital Resident’s 

Lounge. 

 

 

EASTER SERVICES 

Good Friday 3.00pm 

Easter Sunday 10.30am 
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JEFF MORGAN Gallery, Panoramas + Shop 

Enjoy an unforgettable expe-

rience! 
 

 

2 Circular - 4 Straight Pan-

oramas   

Classic Shearing Shed  

Sunset room 

Unique gifts shop 
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PORT AUGUSTA  

 

MEAT STORE 

Owner Ron Surman 

69 Commercial Road Port Augusta 

(near the Bread Shop) 

All cuts of Meats, Family packs,  

Bulk buys of Pork, Beef & Lamb 

Place an order by Phone and it can be  

delivered to Hawker (conditions apply) 

Please contact us for a detailed list of the 

 Meat Packs 

Contact Ron on 

Ph: 8642 2255   Fax 8641 1787 

 



14 

 
 



15 

 
 

Returned World War I soldiers marching along Rundle Street, Adelaide.    State Library 
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HAWKER HOTEL 
Lunches 12-2pm 

Dinner 6-8pm 

Come in and find out what nightly specials we have 

Takeaways phone 08 86484102 

Happy Hour  Wed 5-6, Fri 5-7, Sun 5-6 

We would love to see you 

 

All welcome  
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Hawker calls for more local ambulance volunteers 

As Hawker continues to grow and evolve, so too does the need for local support—especially when it comes to emergency 

services like the SA Ambulance Service (SAAS). There’s now a renewed call for Hawker residents to become ambulance vol-

unteers and join the team in green. 

With the town increasingly attracting retirees and downsizers, alongside a transient population, the importance of a relia-

ble, community-based volunteer network has never been clearer. The good news is joining SAAS is now more accessible 

than ever. 

SAAS volunteer recruits are welcomed into a hands-on training program designed to build real-world skills and confidence. 

Past participants consistently describe the course as engaging, practical, and highly supportive as new members are paired 

with a mentor who guides them through the onboarding process. 

At its core, volunteering with the Hawker ambulance team is about one simple but powerful goal: being there for people 

when they need help most. 

The Hawker ambulance team has built a strong reputation in the community for being not only highly skilled and profes-

sional, but also warm, welcoming—and occasionally delightfully cheeky. It’s a group that combines serious purpose with 

genuine camaraderie. 

To become a volunteer, you don’t any medical experience either. You simply need: 

• a valid driver’s licence 

• full vaccination status 

a willingness to learn, step up, and support others 
If you’ve ever wondered if you could volunteer with SAAS, you may be more capable than you think! 2026 is the Interna-

tional Year of Volunteers, so it’s your year to volunteer in country SA. 

To join the team in green, head to saasvolunteers.sa.gov.au or call Hawker Regional Team Leader Janet on 0417 881 950. 

 OFFICIAL 
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THE HAWKER WALKERS  
are planning to ‘take off’ 
again for a new season! 
Starting on Thursday, 23rd 
April. We will be 
heading to Willow Springs 
to walk there –  
if you would like to join in, feel welcome …  
Please contact Jane for the details at  
tannerja@bigpond.com …  
Here are a few of our walkers last year – we are a happy 
chatty lot … it should be a bit greener this year! 

mailto:tannerja@bigpond.com
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Drilling a bore for the Engineering & Water Supply Department  

(E&WS now SA Water)  Photo late 1950’s 

 Water Supply for Hawker 

Many years ago the Hawker water supply came from bores near the Windana turnoff just off the Quorn 

road.  

This photo shows John O’Loughlin boring a new hole with a cable tool drill. The pump house is on the 

right with the exhaust pipe sticking out of the wall and the water cooling tank behind.  John O’Loughlin 

was John Teague’s uncle. Tom Hill was John O’Loughlin’s offsider, both worked for the Department of 

Mines.  

John O’Loughlin did the survey drilling for coal at Leigh Creek, before Leigh Creek started, he also 

drilled holes testing for coal in the Springfield Basin. He drilled holes on some of the properties around 

Hawker. He passed away at 48 years of age. He never completed the last hole he was drilling, which was 

the water bore for Blinman.   
Nothing much remains today 
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For all your electrical and whitegood repairs 

 

Moose Haywood 

PO Box 15 

Hawker SA 5434 

Mooseelectrical@outlook.com 

0427758288 

 

 

Contractors License—PGE185799 

Moose Electrical and Repairs 
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McINNIS PLUMBING HAWKER 

Can do: 

• Hot/Cold Water Installation 

• Gas 

• Back Flow Testing 

• General Maintenance 

Licence NO: PGE 5514 

                     BLD53713 

 

andrewmcinnis1@bigpond.com 

Phone Andrew 0437870378 

• Accommodation 

• Caravan Park 

• Camping Sites 

• Bar & Dining 

• Outback Hospitality 

Tel. (08) 8648 4867   

www.northblinmanhotel.com.au 

NORTH BLINMAN HOTEL 

“The Pub 

in the 

Scrub” 
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The library will be closed  

between the 15th and 20th April due to 

Asbestos removal  

occurring at the School 
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McInnis Family Sheep Station 

Camping and Cottage Stays 

Please call for bookings 

Robyn 0438472700 

Andrew 0437870378 

Or email wonokastation518@gmail.com 

Wonoka.com.au  

 
 

mailto:wonokastation518@gmail.com
http://wonoka.com.au/
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Bar Duty commences at 

6.00pm and closes no 

HAWKER COMMUNITY SPORTS CENTRE 

APRIL 2026 

PLEASE NOTE  

NEW PHONE NUMBER 

Sports Centre: 0436 486 162 

Bookings: 864844014 

Email:  

sportscentre5434@gmail.com 

BAR ROSTER 

APRIL 

4 Mike Doughty 

11 Mark McAuley 

18 Sean O’Neill 

25 Bob Andersson 

MAY 

2 Saul Webb 

9 Daren O’Neill 

16 Andrew McInnis 

23 Alex Morgan 

30 CLOSED HAWKER RACES 

JUNE 

6 Ben DuBois 

13 Scott Teague 

20 Chris McAuley 

27 Brendon McInnis 

If you are unable to do your 

bar duty please organise a re-

placement well in advance 

and record your change on 

the roster at the Club. 

Thanks 

Mike Doughty, Bar Manager 
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 Federal Member for Grey, Tom Venning MP, is urging constituents to make their voices heard regarding the Austral-
ian Electoral Commission’s proposal to rename the historic electorate of Grey to O’Donoghue and significantly alter 
its boundaries. While expressing deep respect for the profound contributions of both South Australian founding fa-
ther Sir George Grey and trailblazing Indigenous rights advocate Dr. Lowitja O’Donoghue, Mr. Venning criticised the 
costly logistical overhaul required for the name change as unnecessary “busy work for bureaucrats” during a cost-of-
living crisis. 

 

"I greatly respect the work and legacy of both individuals, but it is my belief that we don’t honour history by 

editing it, we honour it by adding to it….While I will also be making a submission, ultimately, this is not my 

decision to make, so I am encouraging everyone to go to the AEC website and make a formal submission.” 

AEC SUBMISSION SITE: https://formupload.aec.gov.au/Form?FormId=RedisIdeasa 

Media Contacts 

Patrick O’Reilly: 0438 364 539 

Joanna Tucker: 0459 942 506 

 

 

 Renowned local artist 

George Aldridge has kindly 

given the Town Crier a col-

lection of his artworks pro-

duced over the past few 

years.  

The Editorial team added 

the caption for this one, as 

we felt it summed up the 

times we are in at the mo-

ment.  

Probably not what George 

had in mind! 

Out of fuel! 

https://formupload.aec.gov.au/Form?FormId=RedisIdeasa
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CHARGES FOR 2026 
Town Crier Editorial Com-

mittee would like to take 

this opportunity to advise 

our Readers/ Supporters 

and Business Contributors 

of the charges for 2026 

  Single Year 

Full Page $30  

Half Page $16 $150 

Quarter Page $10 $85 

Classifieds $5   

All letters to the Town Crier must be signed by the contributor but can be published anonymously if requested. 

Articles are published at the Editorial Committee’s discretion. 

We welcome your contributions. 

Email to: towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

DISCLAIMER  

The views expressed in articles submitted to the Town Crier are not necessarily those of the committee. 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 2026 

Electronic $27.50 forward your email details to Town 

Crier: towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

Postal  $66.50 

Payments to the Town Crier can be made by: 

Cash – paid at Hawker Motors 

Direct Credit – HCDB BSB 015-206  

  Account No: 6220 04022 

PLEASE REFERENCE: TC SUBS (post or email) & your 
SURNAME when making EFT payments 

Cheque: Made payable to the  

Hawker Community Development Board. 

Payment of Subscribers & Advertisements to be paid 
on submission.  

NO JANUARY TOWN CRIER 

FUTURE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Sun 10th & Mon. 11th May: Bike SA visit 

Help needed with catering for lunches & dinner 

30th May: Hawker Races 

20th & 21st June: Shitbox Rally 

Help needed with catering for dinner, breakfast, packed lunch 

16th & 17th Sept. 2027: World Rogaining Championships, Rawnsley Park 

 

EVENTS SUCH AS THESE PROVIDE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL  

COMMUNITY MEMBERS TO WORK TOGETHER TO RAISE MUCH 

NEEDED FUNDS TO BENEFIT THE WHOLE COMMUNITY. 
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Community Calendar May 2026 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31     1 2 

3 

School Days 

exhibition closes 

4 

Exercise Group 

5 6 7 8 
Presiding Mem-
ber of HAC at 
HGS 10am 12 
pm 

9 

10 

Bike SA  

Stopover 

11 Bike SA 

Hospital  

Auxiliary 1.30 

12 

 

13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 

 

20 21 

Friendship 

Group 

22 23 

24 25 26 27 

Fellowship 

28 29 Horse Events 

History Exhibi-

tion Opens 

30 

Hawker Races 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 Good Friday 

 

5 Easter 

Saturday 

6 Easter Monday 7 8  

HCDB Meeting 

 

9 10 School  
Holidays 
Presiding Mem-
ber of HAC at 
HGS 10am 12 pm 

11 

12 School 

Days Exhibi-

tion opens 

13 14 15 16 

Friendship Group 

Lunch 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 ANZAC Day 

26 27 Town Crier 

Term 2 School 

commences 

28 29 30   

Community Calendar April 2026 
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