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$2 Boot-Scooting 

The past month has been full of  visitors and 
events. The Country Music Muster, the town Garage 
Sale, the Back-roaders Gospel Choir , Outback 
Odyssey 2019, special train trips with the Pichi 
Richi Railway, are just some of the happenings in 
Quorn over the past month. Some of this is 
contained in stories and news in this edition of the 
Mercury.  

   Sporting and service clubs benefitted by catering 
for the large contingent of cyclists camping 
overnight at the Showgrounds. The May Music 
Muster was also supported by local catering groups.  

   The cooler weather and flooding in the Far North 
has encouraged tourists to venture into the outback, 
with many breaking their journey in Quorn. 

    We hope the busy beginning of  the season will 
long continue.                                                    ■ 

And Bargains! 

Left: Loraine Pumpa, Lena Bowden, Sue Smith , Marg Wilson and Sonia Hartman get lively on a May Saturday night in Quorn 

Paula Roberts receives a customer at her Garage sale 
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  Kev The Small Jobs Bloke 
BLD LIC# 233581 

 

Paving -  Stone work  -  Decking  - Fencing  

General House Repairs  
 

Kevin Woolford 

PH: 0429011212 

   

 

                                        Sharon Hooper       
Well-Being Practitioner  / Reiki Master Teacher 

 

 

*  Reiki   *Meditation   *Sound Therapy   *Chakra  Healing        

         * Relaxation Techniques  *Stress Management 
 

   Ph: 0429197290 
     www.hibiscusdreaming.com 

          “Helping You Towards A Better Way of Being.” 
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NMEA Awards 

NMEA ( Nursing, Midwifery, Excellence Awards)—Family and friends had a great night celebrating 
the 2019 SA Health Nursing awards which was held at the Adelaide Convention Centre 10th May.  Four 
hundred people attended the event and enjoyed a three course meal, music and dancing!  

Jacinta was lucky enough to be awarded Excellence in Practice—Enrolled Nurse. Well Done 

From Left—Rosalie Wilson, Ashley Parkinson, Jenny Cross, Alison Hoare, Darryl Hannigan, Jacinta, Amanda Culleney, Carly 

McLachlan and Lachlan Moore, Gillian Taylor, Lyn McKee 

Preservation at it’s best—the Yx from Port Lincoln 
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Chat with a Quornie 
Dawn Paynter  

I was born in Coolgardie, WA in 1947, the 
fourth daughter of Alex and Monica Hunter. 
   My sisters were Margaret, Merle, Anne and, 
Glenda, who was born when I was eleven. Dad 
worked in the Kalgoorlie gold mines. Mum 
was a milliner before she was married. 
   After serving in the Air Force in World War 
2, Dad was unable to settle back in Collie 
where his family was. I vaguely remember 
living in fettlers camps, on the east-west line. 
   We shifted to Farina in 1949/50. Dad took a 
job at Avondale (off the Strzelecki Track), an 
outstation of Mt Lyndhurst. 

   Afghan hawkers came from Farina to sell 
pots and pans, perhaps clothes (though Mum 
made all ours—even our singlets), and various 
household goods. 
   A Dutch family of itinerant workers, with a 
camel wagon stayed with us. The girl’s name 
was Yohanna. Her mum knitted all the time, 
with long needles tucked under her arms. She 
made Mum a thick woollen jumper. 
   At five, I started correspondence school with 
Mum teaching. I liked going fencing with Dad 
in the horse and cart, and preferred doing odd 
jobs while my sisters had lessons. I wasn’t 
happy about starting school.  At Farina. From left—Merle, Anne and me (with doll) 

Merle (left) and me, with our dog, Judy, near the Afghan 

traders camels in the Avondale stockyard, 1952  
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   We all learnt to ride on a donkey (A silly 
move—it only went backwards, except behind 
a horse). Then I graduated to the oldest and 
most cunning horse. Distance or heat didn’t 
matter to us when we were out on our horses. 
   Friends from Murnpeowie Station, named 
Simpkins, visited us. After we went to their 
dirt floored place, we thought we were rich. 
   Merle had noticed that in about September 
each year, our dolls disappeared, but we 
always got new ones for Christmas. She 
marked the foot of hers, and sure enough Mum 
had renovated them—new dresses and faces.  
   Our house wasn’t there when my sisters and 
I returned to Avondale recently, but, looking 
along the creek to where the ti-trees grew, I felt 
moisture on my cheek—a memory of riding 
my horse through the trees. 

   The older girls went to school in Adelaide, 
and we moved to Moolawatana. I think Dad 
had his first heart attack, and before long we 
were off to Worumba—east of Hawker. The 
Dearloves had just sold it to Lyndsay Clarke.  
   One day, while Dad and I were mustering 
sheep on horseback, he had another heart 
attack. He became disoriented, and wouldn’t 
listen to me, but cut the neighbour’s fence. I 
didn’t know my way around there, and we 
weren’t found till the next night. 
   A search party of neighbours came out, and 
found us by the smoke of our fire. (I thought 
then that it was lucky Dad smoked)! 
   As Dad needed heart surgery, we shifted to 
Quorn, where I started at the primary school in 
Sixth Street, repeating year four. 
   It was hard to learn after the isolation of the 
station, and Mum teaching me. But I made 
friends and played softball and netball. Andy 
Smith and I became Flinders House captains. 

   I joined the Marching Girls in time for the 
Adelaide Show. Our leader was Jenny Hannan 
(Laidlaw). We had pink and black uniforms. 
   After I finished Third Year, my parents got 
me a job in Pt Augusta. My plans didn’t matter 
to them. I worked in Port for almost a year— 
and then started nursing at Quorn Hospital. I 
really loved it. 
   Before I was married, I worked at Don 
Barber’s shop in North Quorn. He delivered 
grocery orders all round Quorn, for older 
people, or those who didn’t have cars. 
   Ray Paynter (Charlie and Betty’s son), and I, 
married in Pt Augusta. Mervyn Starr was best 
man. Ray and I have two lovely boys, Darren 
and David. 
   After a five day week at Prests, Quorn, Ray 
worked weekends at Nitschke’s Station, 
Partacoona. We thought we’d try station life, 
and shifted out to live at the station. Brian 
Powell, the Manager, his wife Fay, and their 
two children lived in the homestead. 
    Local blokes—Des Finlay, Neil Miller, 
Doug and Harold Paynter, and Stumpy (John) 
Jarrett, came for crutching. I cooked. Foster’s 
bill for their smokos and lunches was more 
than our wages 
   Ray rode in local race meetings at Blinman, 
Beltana, and won the Hawker Cup on Brian’s 
horse Star Ace. He beat a respected horseman, 
Bronte Sims, from Murnpeowie.  
   We enjoyed going to the race dances. As 
usual in those days, the kids slept in the car, 
and we checked on them throughout the night.  
    Music was mainly supplied by June and Len 
Roberts on piano and drums, or Glenys 
Whitford, on piano and Brenton Carling on 
drums. Supper was set out at about 10 pm.   
                                         (continued next page) 

Worumba Homestead. The windmill on the spring to the left of 

the road, was where Dad had our lovely vege garden 

The truck with Tess, the foxy, pulling our car which was 

washed down the creek. Avondale, 1952  
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   Clerk of Course at the Meetings, John Player, 
had 10 of the best behaved children there. The 
older ones looked after the younger ones. His 
wife always seemed to have only the baby to 
care for. 
   When Ray and I were about 25, we packed 
family and possessions into our EH Ute, and 
set off for Nitschke’s Mt Ive Station. We were 
to get the place ready for sale. Our weekly 
wage was $50 plus keep.  
   There’d only been single blokes living in the 
homestead, so I scrubbed and dusted for days 
to make it habitable. Mt Ive and Partacoona 
homesteads were built to identical design. 
   At Partacoona, on the SWER line, we had 
constant power. But Mt Ive had no electricity 
till Ray started the generator at night. We used 
gas—stove, fridge and iron (attached to a large  
gas bottle. Flames shot out the side of the iron 
when I moved it).  
   When Mr Nitschke visited us, he sat for ages, 
playing the pianola, encouraging the boys to 
pedal for him. He was very musical.  
   One Christmas, Mr (Slinger*) Nitschke 
asked Ray’s plans. Ray said we’d check the 
troughs, and go to the Paynter dinner in Quorn. 
   Mr Nitschke said he’d supply the food, if I’d 
cook dinner after Christmas for him and the 
Elders Travelling Manager. That was the first 
time I’d cooked a formal Christmas dinner. 
   I’d home-schooled the boys at Mt Ive. But, a 
couple of years later, when we went to 
Bungaree, they went to school in nearby Clare.  
   Bungaree was a merino stud with black and 
red Angus cattle. It was owned by the Hawker 
family, who lived in the big homestead.  
   As well as our weekly wages we could have 
half a wether. I baby sat the Hawker children 
from neighbouring Anama.  
   George and Sally Hawker lived opposite the 
woolshed, in a small village of church, school, 
manager’s house, workmen’s cottages.    
   Sally and I became friends. I helped her with 
everyday tasks, especially after their baby’s 
birth. She’d grown up with house girls in South 
Africa, and showed us videos, with her girls 
crying because they couldn’t be here to help. 
   In 1977, we left Bungaree, took a family trip 
to Geelong, and came back to Quorn.  
   We lived in Stokes’ house in First Street, 
until Ray’s cousin sold us his North Quorn 
home. We’ve spent 40 years making it the 
home we love. 
 
 *Homesdale Carl—known as Jack, or Slinger  

   Ray got a job at ETSA, and I started work at 
the old Flinders House, First Street. Isobel 
Rabig was Matron for the longest part of my 
employment. Chris Carpenter followed, before 
I took over. I was there for 19 years in all. 
   In 1959, CWA President, Mrs Arch Burden 
had suggested setting up a Home for the Aged. 
   Money was raised by the Quorn community, 
plus a Commonwealth Grant. It opened in 
1962, as a 20-bed home for older men and 
women, unable to manage at home. 
   The two cottages of the old Quorn Hospital  
were joined by a kitchen and dining room..  
   Irene Franklin cooked, Aileen Bury cleaned. 
It was a small staff, so we were all multi-
skilled—cleaning, showering, and gardening. 

Dawn, Matron of Flinders House, 1981 

(from previous page)    
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Dawn and Ray, Quorn, 2019 

   The Home started with men on one side, 
women the other. Mr and Mrs Stacey were in a 
shared room. 
   Mrs Noll, from a Noll Road dairy farm, 
refused to have a shower, or wash her hair in 
‘that’ water (from the town bore). We didn’t 
worry her, but let her use the laundry rainwater 
when it suited her.  
   A lady from Andamooka wouldn’t shower at 
all. Marg Summerton suggested that she may 
never had had one—only a bowl to wash in.   
   Barbara Janz, from Wilmington was simply 
dropped off, with all her bags on the footpath. 
   Residents helped out if they could, but after 
breakfast, hurried out to the verandah, to see 
the children going to school. 
   One 90 year old resident, an ex-circus 
performer, amazed the school kids going home 
from school, by doing the splits for them    
   Since retiring, we’ve toured to Darwin by 
coach, and back on the Ghan; to the Man From 
Snowy River country via the Alpine Way.  
   In 1991, we and another couple drove to 
Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, Bunbury, Esperance, 
Collie, Geraldton, and home by train.  
   On my 60th birthday the boys and their 
families came with us to Worumba, where 
Lyndsay Clark’s widow, an artist, has set up 
the old homestead as a gallery.  

   We stayed in the beautifully renovated tack 
room guest accommodation.  
   I took up folk art and quilting, and made 
teddy bears with individual faces and moveable 
limbs. Many found homes in the US, and 
places throughout Australia.  
   From my kitchen window, I can see birds in 
the bird bath; Charlie’s cocky eating his Saos 
and lettuce. Tess’s eyes are on me, hoping I’ll 
throw a stick for her to chase. 
   Ray and I are content here in Quorn, with our 
boys and their daughters happy, and doing well 
in their life choices.                            ■ 

Dawn and Ray Paynter’s family at their youngest granddaughter, Georgia’s formal in 2018. From left—Shanai, Tina, Masha, 

Darren, Georgia, David, Madison, Dawn, Tianna and Ray, at David’s home in Glenelg 
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THE QUORN HISTORY GROUP opens 
every second Saturday in the Calendar month, 
and on special occasions such as Anzac Day, at 
The Courthouse on Railway Tce. 

   The next open day is 8th June at the regular 
time—11 30 am-2 pm. 

   The Courthouse holds a number of historical 
records and items—scanned photographs; 
Quorn school enrolments from 1879-1969 and 
comprehensive Cemetery records.  

   There are sports photographs, reading 
materials, prints from early railway activities.  

   A slideshow of scanned originals, dating 
from the development of the area and 
surrounding country is also available to view.   

   Please bring in your original photos, and 
documents relevant to the region for scanning. 
The History Group can add them to the 
collection, You can take your originals home. 
We will take great care of them. 

 

   Come and see. You will be surprised! 

 

   Contact person—Jan 0459 381 826            ■ 

 

Quorn History Group 

Photo display of old businesses and the railway in the Quorn 

area 

The football from 1959 which shows the Quorn Football Club 
were Premiers in 1959. It has all the players stencilled on it. 

Many of the players, all local names are still with us.        
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Quorn was selected to ‘host’ the riders on their 
journey from Adelaide to Blinman 
   As part of the event the stage known as Mini 
Mawson 3 was from Melrose to Blinman. They 
arrived in Quorn and set up ‘camp at the Oval. 
   There were in all over one hundred and 
ninety (190) people which included riders and 
support crew. 
   The evening meal was catered by the Ladies 
Auxiliary. The BBQ breakfast and packed 
lunches by the Quorn Bowls Club.                ■ 

Adelaide to Blinman 

 4 - 19 May 2019 

 15 days of off-road touring 

 900+ km (full Mawson trail - mini trails 
available) 

 Moderate level (it's not a technical route, 
but it is about fitness) 

NOTE: Bring Your Own tent, sleeping bag/mat 
for camping  

Outback Odyssey 

Declan Hoare was 
baptised at the Catholic 
church on the 19th May 
2019 by Father Harold. 
Close family and friends 
attended the service. 
Declan’s parents are 
Aisha Finlay and Fraser 
Hoare. His godparents 
are Daniel Kwaterski 
and Cobie Harris.        ■ 

A Baptism in Quorn 
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The ghost town of Farina is 26km north of 
Lyndhurst and 55km south of Marree. It was 
proclaimed in 1878 and named Government Gums.   

   By 1882 it became the railhead as the narrow 
gauge line pushed its way north, eventually to 
Alice Springs. It was a busy depot and a hive of 
activity for the Afghan camel trains, which were 
opening up the outback.  They transported vital 
supplies to stations along the Telegraph Line to 
Oodnadatta and the Alice, the Birdsville Track into 
far western Queensland and to Innamincka and 
beyond along the Strzelecki.  The cameleers and 
their amazing hardy camels returned after weeks or 
months on the road, laden with all sorts of produce 
such as wool bales, hides and sandalwood. 

   The theory of the day, that “the rain follows the 
plough”, led the optimists to imagine the region as 
the bread-basket of the State, with fields of golden 
wheat rippling gently in the breeze.  Visions of 
giant stacks of bagged wheat, similar to the good 
years on the Willochra plains, three hundred 
kilometres to the south, saw Government Gums 
change names to become Farina (Latin for wheat 
or flour).  The vision was never realised, but Farina 
was an important and bustling centre in its heyday. 
The boom years were 1882 to 1884, when Marree 
became the new railhead, and Farina went into 
slow decline. Its last residents left in the late 
1960’s. The once proud buildings became ruins, 
beckoning to travellers on the road north. 

   In 2008 a restoration group was formed. They 
meet annually in May to work on preserving the 
old ruins from further decline.  The current project 
is to re-create the building that was Patterson’s 
House and Butcher’s Shop on its original site.  It 
will be used as a retail shop and café to 
complement the bakery that operates the town’s 
renovated, below ground Scotch Oven.  Farina is 
becoming famous for its delicious bakery goods, 
manned by volunteers and open for about three 
months each year from around the end of May.     
The bakery helps to raise funds to continue the 
restoration projects.                                           ■ 

Can You Buy a Pie in a Ghost Town? 

Above shows the building interior with beautiful 

timbered ceiling and pressed tin wall features. 

(L) The old hospital ruins and (R)  the new building to be used as the Bakery shop and café. 

 Unloading wool bales brought to Farina railway siding from 

Olive Downs Station near Tibooburra in NW NSW, 1920s. 
From Australian Muslim Cameleers: Photo L Reynolds, P Rajkowski 
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Good Day Everyone! 

Farewell from  

Father Jimmy 

‘We are unprofitable servants: we have done what was our 

duty to do”. Luke 17:10 

 

Thank you everyone. As an overseas clergy, I am happy and 

blessed to have known you, your families and to minister to 

you. Your smiles, invitations and kind words and manners, 

have made me feel welcomed and at home. 

   I feel blessed to have lived for more than four years in this 

lovely place in the Flinders. 

   May you continue to be welcoming and friendly. Our 

parish now welcomes Father Harold.  

                                                             Father Jimmy Pantin 

On Mother’s Day weekend I officially started 

my ministry, as Parish Priest of Quorn, 

Hawker, Carrieton and Leigh Creek Catholic 

Parish. Since then, I can honestly say I feel 

blessed. 

    I remember an email I received from a priest 

assigned to this area early on. He says this 

place is ‘the awe of the Diocese’. Indeed our 

place is. 

   When I arrived, the surrounds were brown, 

and knowing the cycle of nature I see, know, 

and feel its real and deep beauty. 

   The Flinders Range is at all times beautiful 

deep within. It speaks of our people—some 

I’ve met already, at the meaningful Biggest 

Morning Tea, and amazing Gospel Choir.  

   I heard it said several times before coming 

here: The further you go north the kinder 

people are’. I am excited to meet many more 

members of our beautiful community.  

   The surrounds are becoming green, and with 

gratitude to God, we continue to pray for more 

rains. I know it was not easy for the past year, 

but I continue to encourage everyone to hold on 

to, care for, and check on each other.  

   We are one body, brothers and sisters, keeper 

of each other. Rest assured, as a priest in our 

community, I remember, and hold everyone in 

my heart—especially when I say Mass. 

   I am happy to serve and help the community. 

You are all welcome in our Churches. I am 

grateful for all the good things Fr Jimmy has 

planted and your beautiful support for him. 

   I look forward to spending my three-year 

assignment with you, God willing. Please be 

kind to the short priest! I will see you in town 

and at the campsites! Thank you for having me. 

 

                                 Father Harold Camonias ■ 
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   When the 55-strong Backhouse and the Backroaders Gospel Singers volunteers visited Flinders 

House, they had to perform outside, as there wasn’t enough room for them inside. The enthusiastic 

response from the residents was unimaginable. 

   Having the line dancers regular visits is always a highlight. We welcome any entertainment. ■ 

                                                                                                                              

Flinders House News 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to all  residents and staff 
who have had birthdays in May!  

   We have had many celebrations including a 

50th and a 101st. 

   Music is such an important part of all of our 

lives. It doesn’t matter how old we are, we can 

always enjoy a live performance.  

   We at Flinders House would like to thank 

Des Hartman, for sending over some fabulous 

entertainers from the Country Music Muster.   
Doreen and family celebrating her 101st Birthday 

Artists from the Country Music Muster entertaini9ng Flinders House residents 

Staff and residents dancing to the Country beat Backhouse and the Back-roaders Gospel Singers perform    
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Many Thanks 
   Thank you Anne for keeping everyone in line 
during Bingo. Without you, there would be 
some real wars over chocolate! 
   Thank you Jan for changing over the flowers 
each week. It is always a point of discussion 
when arrangements have been moved or 
changed around.    
   A huge thank you to Lisa from Pichi Richi 
Railway, for lending us some fabulous pieces 
for Historical Month.  
   In the dining room, we created a meal that 
would have been served on the Ghan in the 
early days.         
   Thank you to the lovely ladies from The 
Quorn Community Pre-loved Boutique (Op 
Shop) and Craft Groups for the linen to help us 
set the table.                                                 ■ 

Thanks to Wandy and the ladies who pamper our residents 

They love seeing you each week. 

   Those fabulous ladies from the Quorn Op Shop visited us with a large selection of winter clothes. It’s a lot of fun to be able shop 
in the warm comfort of our own home. For some it is impossible to go out shopping now, so thank you very much!                                                          

A table set  up to recreate dining on the old Ghan train 

The Pichi Richi display for History Month  
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    Quorn AutoPort 

PHONE 8648 6093 

W/SHOP: MON-FRI 8am-5pm  

     FUEL: MON-FRI 8.00am-5.30pm  

SAT-SUN & P/HOLS  8.30am-2.30pm 

We stock:      
 Camping gear   

              Batteries   *tyres   

*auto accessories  *spare parts     

*GME UHF radios 

                  car phone chargers      

  *Kwik-Gas   ICE    

 *m/cycle jackets   *Hats  

           *Andy Strapz 
Did you know?             

 We will pick up your car for a service & 
return it.  Vehicle services from $140.00 

  
e: info@frbusinesssolutions.com.au    p: 0407 478 774 

www.frbusinesssolutions.com.au    

Working with small businesses to make life easier 

 

Local Marketing and Business Development 

Business Planning and Coaching 

Updating Systems and Procedures 

General Admin and Planning 

Website Content Management 

 

Call Renata at Flinders Ranges Business Solutions for a free 1 hour consultation 

 

 

 

 

24 HR 
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Characters 
—— Bruce Delany 

I’VE MET SOME wonderful characters amongst the 

old Bourke* droving fraternity. Here are some: 

Ted Sheahan 

TED WAS KNOWN as ‘Teddy the Toiler’ or ‘Teddy 

the Turd Strangler’. But I’ve no idea why. 

He had a preference for female stockmen 

(‘stockwomen’? ‘stockpersons’?) in his camp. 

Again, I have no idea why. 

Perhaps he thought they were brighter than men? 

This is a contradiction in terms, because if you’re 

bright you aren’t a drover—and vice versa! 

Ted had a wondrous command of the English 

language, and some of his vocabulary would 

blister the hide off a bullock. He also loved his 

swag, and could often be found snoozing, long 

after all the cattle were gone. 

Victor Pryora 

VICTOR WAS quite mad. 

He had an allergy to night-watching cattle, and 

would just let them go at night. And as a con-

sequence, he’d spend half the next day putting 

them together again, then pushing them hard to 

make up his mileage. 

So his horses knocked up pretty quick, as you 

can imagine. But he had an ace up his sleeve. He 

had an intimate knowledge of a big station prop-

erty not far from the Queensland border, and he 

knew where their work horses were spelling. 

All of a sudden he would have a brand new 

plant—fit, fat, and fresh! Pigrooting off camp 

every morning! 

By the time he’d delivered at the Bourke 

meatworks, and had made it back to the station, 

his own horses were well-rested. So he simply 

swapped horses again. 

Come to think of it—he couldn’t have been all 

that mad! 

Jack and Alec Easton 

JACK AND ALEC were father and son, and two of 

the nicest blokes you could meet in a day’s ride. 

Both had been known to graze on the wine when 

’twas red, but were absolute gentlemen. Jack 

especially was probably the most gentlemanly man 

I’ve ever met, and even in his cups (which he quite 

often was) never swore in front of women. 

Son Alec was an excellent singer, and was 

known in every pub from The Cooper* to Bourke 

(and then some). 

He had an uncanny ability to squat cross-legged 

on a tall barstool like an Indian Fakir, and sleep 

for hours. I never knew him to fall off, even when 

he was full as a boot. 

Jack and Alec drove for Tancreds for years. 

They were well-known, and well-respected. 

Fred Godfrey 

WHEN FRED GAVE up droving, he went truck 

driving for the Bourke Shire. But when I think of 

Fred, I picture him, not in a truck, but squatting on 

his heels alongside a fire in a droving camp 

somewhere. 

He had a wicked sense of humour, and was as 

dry as a limeburner’s boot. Fr’instance, Fred 

Wheelhouse (Ford’s Bridge* publican), Fred 

Godfrey, and self, were sitting outside the Ford’s 

Bridge pub chewing the fat, when one of Fred 

Godfrey’s men rode into town like John Wayne. 

(Fred Godfrey had a mob of cattle down on the 

Warrego, and had come into town, probably to get 

a bottle of lemonade!) 

John Wayne was riding a good sort of a bay 

horse, but kept geeing him up with his spurs to get 

him to prance. Fred was absolutely disgusted, and 

said, ‘Look at this bloody jackaroo. He’s riding one 

of my best horses, and can’t resist niggling at him!’ 

John Wayne ground-hitched his horse, swag-

gered up to Fred Wheelhouse, and drawled, ‘Give 

us a dozen big bottles of soft drink, and mix ’em 

up!’ (Fred Godfrey and his employee didn’t speak 

to each other at all.) 

Publican went in and got his order, but had to 

pass it up to him, as his horse was all stirred up. 

All would have been OK if John Wayne had 

walked his horse off to camp quietly, but he couldn’t 

resist the spurs. The old horse had had enough, and 

dropped his head. Down came the carton of soft 

drinks, and about half of them smashed. 

Fred Godfrey turned to Fred Wheelhouse, and 

said, poker-faced, ‘I hear there’s been a big fall in 

soft drinks lately.’ I just cracked up. Even Fred 

Wheelhouse managed a big grin. 

Most of these old-time drovers ‘Worshipped at 

the Shrine of Bacchus’—an occupational hazard. 

(I’ve been known to attend a service there myself.) 

ALL THESE old blokes I’ve mentioned above have 

passed on, and the world is a poorer place for it. 
 

* Delany worked part of his life in northern SA, and then 

part in north-western NSW. Bourke is on the Darling 

River, and Ford’s Bridge on the Warrego River, sixty km 

north-west of Bourke. ‘The Cooper’ is Cooper Creek. 
 

Courtesy The Western Herald. Bourke, NSW  ◼ 
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Biggest Morning Tea 
On Thursday 23rd May 2019 a Biggest 
Morning Tea was held in the board room at the 
Quorn Hospital.  

   Approximately $700 was raised.  

   Dianne Williams donated the raffle (which 
she has done for the past three years) which 
was won by Rita Britza, second prize winner  
was Katelyn Bury and third prize Francis 
Carling. Sue Kelly won the lucky square with 
Desley McKinlay winning second prize.   

   The Biggest Morning Tea Funds go 
towards supporting the Cancer Council. 
One in two Australians are diagnosed 
with cancer before the age of 85.           ■ 
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- Just got your Learner’s and want to learn how to drive or have a Pre-test?                                                 

- Auto or Manual Vehicle training available 

- Do you have an International License that needs to be converted to an Australian License? 

- Want to get your 4WD Training done ready for possible employment opportunities? 

Do you or your children 

need Motor Vehicle  

Driver Instruction 

(MVDI) Training?? 

I can train you here in Quorn (to get you started) and in 

Port Augusta in our new modern SUV, using the VORT 

method and get you ready for your Driving Test. 
 

Contact Norman on: 0410 511 633 for more details 

 

• Certified MVDI and member of the Australian Driver Trainers Association of S.A. 

• Nationally Accredited 4WD Trainer & Assessor (for over 20 years) 

See our Website and Facebook page for 4WD Courses and loads more info! 
 

   www.pindantours.com.au  and  www.facebook.com/PindanToursAnd4wdTraining  
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ABOUT THE MOVIE: 
Set in the summer of 1959, when the impact 
of European migration and the rise of 
women’s liberation is about to change 
Australia forever, Lisa, aged sixteen, takes a 
holiday job at the prestigious Sydney 
department store, Goodes.  There she meets 
the “ladies in black,” when she is assigned to 
assist sales ladies Patty and Fay. Beguiled by 
Magda, the vivacious manager of the high-
fashion boutique department, Lisa is 
awakened to a world of possibilities. 

Genre: Comedy, Drama   Rating PG 

Ladies in Black 
 

Friday 28th June 
6.30pm for 7.30pm start 

Est 10.00 pm finish 
 

 PLEASE PRE-PURCHASE TICKETS  
FROM EMILY'S BISTRO 

MEAL TICKETS $10—MAIN COURSE ONLY 

Any drinks/desserts etc extra..... 
 

And remember to leave 
 your donation to 

Flinders Flicks on the film night 
 

MORE INFORMATION : Phone (08) 8648 6940 

 

 

“A sincerely sweet bundle of 

nostalgic joy” 

HERALD SUN 
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Sunday 5th May at the Bistro—opening performance 

 by Barry Kenneth from Port Augusta. 

Chooka Williams performing in Cafes as part 
of the Quorn Country Music Weekend 

Festival . 

He is talking with Marg Wilson on left and 

Lena Bowden, right. 

Music Events in Quorn 

L-R Darren Hanlon, Barry Kenneth and Julia Shapiro 

Quorn Country Music Muster 
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Gospel 

Singers 
The Backroaders Gospel Singers 

entertained at Emily’s Bistro on 22nd 

May. They commenced their two 

week gospel singing tour in Quorn. 

   Their tour includes Marree, 

Oodnadatta, Coober Pedy and 

concludes at Uluru where most will 

fly back home. Singers come from 

Australia, New Zealand, US, France 

and The Netherlands. 

   The Backroaders are planning 

another trip to the area next year.  ■ 

L-R: Caitlin Drew, Soloist, Raymond Hawkins, Organiser, Jules Damian (Sydney),  

Jo Metcalf (Melbourne). 

Tony Backhouse and his choir attracted a 

good crowd at Emily's Bistro (above and 

below) and at St Matthews (right)  
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Quorn Out and 
About 

 

Above L-R—Penny Kelly, Kathy Rabig and Yvonne Player 

Visitors for lunch at Emily’s 

From Left—Back Andrea Bury, Alyssa 

Miller, Trudy Ekburg; Front: Ellen 

Ekburg, Vera Wickstein. 

L-R: Janet Thomas, Fay Powell, and Pauline Colliver 

Prior to performance of Backhouse & the Backroaders at Emilys 

Bistro. L-R— Soloist Caitlin Drew from Burra, Judy Faulkner and 

Sally Brown  

Attending the Hawker Races 25 May. From left: 

Michael and Bec Keough, Anna Ozolins and Dylan 

Nicholls with Kolt Emms in the pram. 

Above—Anna and Kolt 

The Flinders Ranges Skatepark is becoming a popular spot with the kids. 

Left—Ollie Bischoff with Jenny enjoyed the sun’s warmth outside the 

courthouse, as there was no Wheelchair access to the building. 

Bronwyn Millington with Andrew Steinhart 

RESIDENTS OF FLINDERS House 

spent the morning of Thursday 

30th May at the old Courthouse. 

   Members of the Quorn History 

group showed the visitors the 

collection of newspapers, 

photographic records and  

other memorabilia. 

See photos at left and below. 

Standing from Left—Dennis Darr, Jan Noden & Lois Litchfield 



Kelly Memories 

Celebrating Kate’s 18th  Birthday with the cake made by Marianne 

Back from Left—Alan and Marianne Clarke,  Max 

Front—Kate  

Celebrating Fiona Pyman’s 50th Birthday 

Left—Carolyn Rabig-Cooper, Fiona, Lyn French (inserted), Sue 

Kelly, Mel Ozlins—cake made by Mel 

A collection of photos on this page reflect milestones 

across generations in connection with Sue Kelly.  The photo 

above left was taken at the Mount Remarkable Hotel on 

May17th, and should have included Kate’s little sister. How-

ever poor little Meg had fallen asleep earlier.  The photo 

above of Fiona Pyman’s 50th Birthday includes the inserted 

image of Lyn French, because at the time she was away with 

Grantley when he was in the Royal Adelaide Hospital for an 

operation. 

   The photo below left has renewed interest with the recent 

passing of former Prime Minister Bob Hawke. In this photo 

from left— Michael Kelly (Peter’s brother) Bob Hawke, and 

the Manager of Bedford Industries, John Munchenburg. Mike 

is seen explaining Bedford Industries. The photograph was 

taken in 1984.  It is additionally of interest because the photo 

had to be taken from the left, as Bob Hawke had a black eye 

after being hit by a cricket ball in the Prime Minister’s Eleven 

versus Australia cricket match.                                             ■ 

Left—Michael Kelly, Bob Hawke, John Munchenberg 
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Letters to 

the Editors 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WE ALWAYS READ the Mercury that is sent to 

us, although local news is mostly beyond us.   

We read the feature articles with interest and 

as we have a ‘railway’ friend who has ridden the 

Pichi Richi and drawn NM35 (amended to 25 to 

illustrate the Quorn Railway leaflet!), some of 

these articles get sent on to him. 

A recent article advised about Yx141 begin-

ning a shuttle service in June after ten years of 

restoration—a great credit to the Pichi Richi 

Railway Society. 

For those of us who aren’t railway buffs a bit 

of history about where these magnificent 

machines had their origins, whereabouts they 

operated and how they came to be in Quorn, 

would add interest for the general reader…and 

visitors. Is that possible? 

It would be good to have some short 

interesting historical feature articles about all 

the locomotives housed in Quorn.  Would the 

editors know someone who could do it? 

Sue Marshall 

Adelaide 

 
THE HERITAGE OF Quorn is very important. 

Sometimes locals too easily forget the unique-

ness of our old-world-looking town. Quorn has 

a heritage precinct that consists of mainly stone 

buildings built in the late 1800s.  

As these buildings age, they require a higher 

degree of repair and maintenance. But tourists 

who visit Quorn do comment on our beautiful 

old stone buildings, slate paving, sandstone 

guttering and wide streets. 

Demolishing these old high-maintenance 

buildings destroys our history—and the reason 

why tourists visit. For example, the old railway 

precinct with the Railway Station, Goods Shed 

and Car Barn is a great attraction. We must 

retain these buildings to save this heritage, and 

preserve the many stories that go with it. 

When the Steam Trains operate, the town fills 

with passengers who, by spending money, help 

keep our businesses viable. Help Quorn survive 

into the future by maintaining our heritage—so 

future generations can also understand our past. 

Modris Ozolins 

 

THE USE OF English today has got sooo bad.  

Look at the weird banners a few people have 

hung outside their houses. They say ‘No 

Nuclear Waste Dump’. Yet not once has the 

Government announced any plan to build a 

‘Dump’! It’s never been anything else but a 

‘Nuclear Waste Management Facility’. 

Now how can anyone knowing the English 

language believe that the word ‘dump’ means 

exactly the same as a ‘management facility’?  

Fancy campaigning against something that 

has never even been proposed? You might as 

well hang up a sign saying, ‘No Rhinoceroses in 

the Flinders Ranges’. It makes as much sense. 

Ray Wood 

 

Answers to Queries 

THERE WERE SEVERAL voiced queries about the 

May Mercury’s front cover congratulating 

Quorn for its 141st birthday on 16th May. 

When we began the present Mercury in the 

mid-1990s, we asked what Quorn’s birthday 

date is, but were told that Quorn doesn’t cele-

brate one. Maureen McColl researched this at 

the time, and found that Quorn was named by 

Governor Jervois on 16th May, 1878. 

May 1878 is given on page 79 of the Quorn 

and District Centenary 1878–1978 book, but 

Maureen found the exact day elsewhere. 

You may have noticed on the sample front 

page of the May 1997 Mercury, that appeared 

coincidentally in last month’s issue, the Birth-

day Wishes for Quorn’s 119th Birthday on p 28. 

The Editors 

 

 

Letters must be signed and 
include name & address. 

You may ask for them to be 
withheld. Letters must be no 

more than 200 words long. 
The Mercury takes no res-
ponsibility for their content. 

There used to be many short letters from Quornies and 
out-of-townies in the Mercury. It’d be wonderful to see 
more of them again. Note the 200-word limit to encourage 
people to write us short letters once more? — The Editors 
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Quorn Womens Fellowship 
Show and Tell 

On Wednesday 15th of May Quorn Womens’ Fellowship held their monthly gathering, with a meal at 

the Austral Hotel. Members were asked to bring something for Show and Tell.                                    ■ 

Jenny Crisp modelled the crocheted going away dress worn at her 
wedding in 1974. Her mother Pat Wright made it in the six weeks 

before the wedding. She also modelled a tennis dress that Pat also  
had crocheted at a later date. 

Mary Francis had a card and letter. Her aunt Mary Fitzgerald had 

sent it to her mother, Cath Williams when Mary was born. 

Sue Kelly displayed an 1838 music box, one of many her father 

restored as a hobby. It plays six tunes when it is wound up. 

Pam Rodgers had a shrapnel-damaged wallet. Its contents 

included: part of a plane that had been shot down, diaries and 

postcards. It had been Ian’s great uncle, Edward (Ted) Ellery’s. He 

was Ian’s grandmother, Ada’s brother, who was killed in WW1. The 

postcards were written by him in France and Belgium  

and sent to Ada. 
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Dianne George brought a photo of her maternal Great 

Grandparents (Martin) and her grandfather, Vern 

Di George  showed us her father Brian Evans Order of Australia 

Medal awarded shortly after his death. He was given the award for 

services to the community in the  

1984 Australia Day Honours list 

Displaying some of her collection of teapot cosies  

From left: Di Williams, with models Mary Francis, Patsy Reynolds, 

Sue Kelly and Di George 

Patsy Reynolds showed us photographs taken during the filming of 

Bitter Springs around Quorn in 1949.They will become part of 

historic displays in the Court House. Women's Fellowship plans to 

watch a video of the film at their June gathering 
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Riding the Marree Mixed
FOR THREE DECADES, the 1950s, 1960s, and 

1970s, I travelled on the Marree Mixed, mostly 

taking hiking groups to the Gammon Ranges. 

I think there used to be the Fast Mixed going 

ahead of The Ghan, and the Slow Mixed behind it. 

But a Rail Enthusiast might correct me on that. 

It was usually a very long goods train with one 

or two carriages attached at the very end for pass-

engers. Examine the photo below for this. There 

 
 

 

was a single carriage that trip, and a short train. 

The Mixed had the lowest priority, which 

meant it might be pulled into a siding somewhere 

to wait for a more important train to pass. So it 

might wait for half an hour or even more. 

That meant you could be hours late getting to 

your destination than the timetable said. When 

planning to get off at Copley, we might arrive at 

any time between midnight and dawn. 

And, yes, the train did do strange things like 

stopping so the Guards could wander around 

collecting firewood for the stove in their van. 

The people in that photo were my hikers, and 

one of them was sitting on the couplings at the 

front of that carriage, when in the distance we 

watched the engine finally moving off.  

We heard the clang of couplings jerking closer 

and closer to us as they got dragged tight again. 

But our bloke sitting on the couplings didn’t think 

what the effect would be. And when the ones he 

was lounging on were suddenly dragged tight, the 

shock was tremendous as the carriage was 

slammed into moving. How he wasn’t hurled 

off—well, he only just managed not to be! 

One memorable trip, the carriage lights came 

flickering on only when the train was moving. So 

when we were parked in sidings or stations, we 

were in total darkness until moving off again. 

I remember on the Mixed one time with a large 

party of high school girls and boys. It was a 

carriage with compartments along a passage. 

A very drunk stockman persuaded one of the 

boys to stand at one end of the rocking passage 

with a rolled-up paper in his mouth. And he was at 

the other end of the passage with his stockwhip. 

He was planning on cutting that rolled-up paper! 

Fortunately, I came out of my compartment just 

in time to rescue the boy before the whip was 

cracked! Other passengers were so disappointed. 

There was the time too, when the end carriage 

was uncoupled at a station so a goods van of some 

kind could be added to the train. Then the Engine 

Driver took off—forgetting the carriage was still 

uncoupled, and leaving us behind! 

Fortunately, he remembered soon, or a Guard in 

the van radioed him, and he came back for us. 

Incidentally, we got off at Copley many times 

over the years, usually (if lucky) around 2 am, 

because we were going to the Gammon Ranges to 

the east for a ten-day hike. 

I’d then lead the hugely tired girls and boys 

south of the town to Cashew (properly ‘Acacia’) 

Creek, which had a wide, flat sandy bed. There 

was a railway viaduct over the creek, and I’d tell 

everyone to throw their groundsheets and sleeping 

bags down anywhere in the creek to sleep for the 

rest of the night. We never hiked with tents. 

Being the first time many had camped under the 

stars, they slept under the viaduct. We experienced 

adult leaders slept well away from it. We knew a 

coal train would thunder over the viaduct an hour 

or two later, and scare the daylights out of those 

fast asleep directly underneath it!   ◼ 

 
 

The Marree Mixed at Emeroo near sunset for the Guards to 
pick up firewood for their van’s stove, 20th August, 1957 

The Marree Mixed with a couple of coaches ready to leave  
the Port Augusta Station, 4th September, 1959 
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   At Eric Oldfield’s Mungerannie Station, the 
homestead’s old cemetery had the graves of the 
Crombie family’s ‘fine horsemen and 
cattlemen’. Max heard the story of 12 year old 
Ken Crombie* who rode 60 miles across 
sandhills to bring help for his father. 

   At Mungerannie highways camp, 22 year old 
farmer from Quorn, Peter Kelly, had worked for 
two years on the Birdsville Track. His money 
went into the family farm. Now, the drought had 
forced him to find work elsewhere.  

   Fred Wilson ‘the deliberate-speaking, 
steadfast cattleman‘ managing Clifton Hills—
7,500 square miles of station’, told them about 
rats digging up the ground in the swamps ‘as if 
it had been harrowed’. 

  Hobbles and harness were delivered to Fred, 
and oars to George Morton at Pandie Pandie 
Station near Birdsville, where the Diamantina 
was in flood. 

   Mel pointed out the crossing, where, at the 
height of the flood, two channels ran. They 
caused a strong current He and Barry Gaffney, 
publican at Birdsville, rowed across, keeping 
the heads of the ‘most cantankerous iron 
rowboats of the outback’ into the stream. ▄ 

* Ken Crombie was Robert of Quorn’s father. 

   It was the ‘lushest, greenest season in more 
than a decade, and one of the best in living 
memory’, Max wrote. 
   In previous weeks Mel and Pat had ‘battled 
through the shocking track’ from Marree to 
Birdsville. They spent 26 hours in one 
boghole. Mel took 30 hours driving the loaded 
truck over one sandhill. 

  The recent rains had scoured the track—50 to 
60 watercourses tore across its 350 miles. Max 
wrote that everyone looked forward to the day 
the Track would be an all-weather beef road.  

   The Minister of Transport (Mr Hill) said 
‘South Australia wants to make the Birdsville 
Track in the State’s Far North-East into a 
reasonable all-purpose road’.$3m over five 
years was allocated the Highways Dept plan. 

   Mel’s first stop was at Kevin Oldfield’s 
Clayton Station, 33 miles (53k) from Marree. 
Kevin had brought home 900 of the 1300 head 
of cattle he’d sent north in the drought. 

   After the rain, the station had recorded its 
first ever crop of mushrooms. 

   At Etadunna Station, Mrs Jim Oldfield had 
heard that Coopers Creek might be coming 
down. Bream, callop and catfish would fill her 
favorite waterholes   

   The birth of the fifth child of her son Bryan 
and his wife Kath, was an excuse for a party. It 
was ‘a wonderful season, good cattle prices, 
and our son’ said Bryan.    

   Kevin Daw at Mulka Station, had noticed 
that the two resident brolgas had flown away.    
There were kangaroos in places they hadn’t 
been seen for years. 

   Max saw wild flowers between sandhills that 
‘made one vast garden...rippled over the hills 
in bright quilts of color…In small billabongs 
the wild ducks boated and dabbled happily’. 

 

Pat Smith’s Birdsville Track Mail and Transport diesel truck, driven by Mel 

Mel Drives Max 

It’s 50 years since ‘wiry and resourceful’ Mel 
Noden drove The Advertiser staff writer Max 
Fatchen, up the Birdsville Track.  

    Mel drove the weekly mail and transport 
truck, for his father-in-law, Pat Smith, Quorn 

   The following is a summary of the article Max 
published in The Advertiser, after his trip from 
Marree to Birdsville, after the 1969 rains. 
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Pictures — From the Past 

THIS MONTH’S SUBJECT, ‘The Greenwood Family’, 

follows on from last month’s ‘Arkaroola in its Early 

Years’. These first two photos have been in the Mer-

cury before, a few years ago. But they’re two of the 

most wonderful early photos to do with the Flinders 

Ranges, and therefore worth including again.  

The top one is of  ‘WB’ Greenwood’s Prospecting 

Camp on Umberatana station, 1899. The boy on the 

donkey is most likely Gordon ‘Smiler’ Greenwood 

(1889–1979); the woman sitting on the camel 

Greenwood’s wife Elvina (née Fuss, 1862–1946); 

the man in the background perhaps James Lander 

(1860–1935), sometimes WB’s partner, or WB’s 

brother Arthur (1864–1903), who later died in a 

mine cave-in at Yudnamutana, and is buried there.  

There are four girls, one on the camel in front of 

Elvina. One of the older daughters would be Fred-

ericka Elvira Greenwood (born 1885). Two other 

known daughters were Bertha Maraquita (1892–

1907) who married Lander in 1903, and Joan Elvina 

(born 1901). The father, ‘WB’ as he was known, 

was William Bentley Greenwood (1854–1920), and 

would have been taking the photo. 

The photo is remarkable, though blurred, for 

showing the conditions many pioneering families 

lived under; and how the females dressed in a camp 

like this (unless in their best clothes only for the 

photo). The men probably slept in the open, the 

mother and daughters in the tent, and ‘Smiler’ in the 

wurley on the right. The camel on the left has its 

forelegs hobbled to keep it from wandering too far. 

In the second photo, Bentley Greenwood (1904–

61), ‘Smiler’s younger brother, aged eight, is 

collecting the mail and stores in 1912. This photo is 

remarkable for showing the vital and adult—and 

even risky—roles children had to take a century or 

more ago, in contrast to how so many children are 

virtually wrapped in cotton wool today. 

He has ridden a long way, perhaps from Umberat-

ana Station south to Yankaninna (25 km), or even to 

the Mt Serle Government Camel Station (50 km), 

which ‘Smiler’ took over in 1923, and converted 

into a sheep station. He probably had help loading 

his two camels at either Station. Camels were tied to 

each other in a string, from nose-peg to tail. 

Photos courtesy the Greenwood Family Collection 
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Carting the wool into Copley. How many draft animals would be needed! There are more carts behind these, too. 

 
Working with camels on the Greenwood’s Arkaroola Station. Camels could carry huge loads as you can see. 

 
Outside the Copley Hotel. Copley’s original name was Leigh’s Creek until 1891, when bureaucracy renamed it 

Copley after William Copley, Commissioner of Crown Lands, to the fury of the townspeople. They refused to 

use the new name for many years. The Railway Station was still Leigh’s Creek until 1916, and the Hotel is to 

this day the Leigh (formerly Leigh’s) Creek Hotel. Harry Leigh was one of the earliest stockmen  in the area. 

The inset show later transport: Bentley on his Indian Motor Bike riding from Mt Serle Station to Adelaide.     ◼ 
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The country show has long been an opportunity 

for communities  to showcase produce, livestock, 

and skills celebrating country life.  

   The 2019 Northern District Association show 

date calendar begins in August. Keen exhibitors 

enter events and competitions in local shows and 

ultimately, the Royal Adelaide Show.  Nearby 

shows include—Wilmington, Melrose, Crystal 

Brook, Jamestown and Clare. 

   Entries in other shows give competitors the 

opportunity to become Aggregate winners in their 

chosen categories. Why not consider competing in 

and supporting other shows?  

   SA Country Shows web page:  

http://sacountryshows.com  

is an excellent starting point to find information 

and contact details. 

   However, a first time entrant may wish to exhibit 

just in the local show, and what a perfect time to 

consider this as Quorn celebrates its 100th show! 

   The list below is taken from the entry categories 

of the 2018 Quorn Show: 

• Rich Fruit and Genoa Cake Competition 

• Laucke / CWA Scone Competition 

• Horses In Action and Breed Classes 

• Wool 

• Poultry  

• Photography 

• Dairy Produce and Vegetables 

• Plants and Flowers 

• Cookery 

• Jams and Preserves 

• Needlework 

• Handicraft 

• Quorn Area School & Horse Riding Clubs 

Association of Victoria Gymkhana  

(School Only)  

   The 2018 Quorn Show Booklet download link is 

still available on the Flinders Ranges Council web 

page. It will be replaced by the 2019 booklet when 

publication has been finalised.  Meanwhile the 

opportunity is there to consider entry requirements 

and prepare your contribution to the show.    ◼ 

Prepare for Quorn’s 100th Show 
Sunday September 

22nd 2019 

From 9:00am - 4.00pm 

Amusements/ Show Rides 

James' Magic Travelling Show 

Cool 4 Kids Pirate Show 

Mr Oopy Bubble Man 

Epic Darren Motor Cycle Comedy Show 

Cowgirls With Wings Trick Riding  

Old McDonald's Travelling Farm  

Market Stalls, Food Stalls 

100th Show Memorabilia Display 

Peter Taylor Photography 

*Age 5- 8 Prince & Princess of Show 

Competition* 

 

 

 

 

Watch out for coming Show Poster 

Competition! 

 

 

    Find Quorn Agricultural Show on Facebook 

Admission: 

Adults :       $10.00 

School age Children:  $  2.00 

Concession    $  5.00 

Children Under 5    Free  

 

Contacts: 

President :- Bronwyn Filsell ph: 0488 506 

569 or 86486286  

email: bronf@aapt.net.au 

Secretary :- Paula Osborn ph: 0427 301 172  

email: quornshow@gmail.com    or     

           ozzy7204@hotmail.com 

Treasurer:-  Jillian Wilson ph: 0428855619  

email:  jkw@frc.sa.gov.au 

Box 380 Quorn SA 5433 

ABN: 69643697465  
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Quorn Book Club 
Once a month on Wednesday evenings. 
All Welcome. Enquiries please contact 
Sam on 0456 129 870. 

Story Time 
Wednesdays 10am 
 
Dates: 12th June, 26th June. 
 
Enquiries please contact Nancy on 
86486705 or 86486101; or check on Face-
book (‘Quorn Out and About’).  
Come along for a story, sing-a-long, dance 
and craft with Nancy 
 

JP Service 
Each Thursday 2–4 pm in the Library for witnessing of documents 
and legal advice of a general nature within a designated private 

room. 

Libraries SA app 
Available for your smart phone (App Store and Google Play) - search the 
catalogue, eBooks and Audiobooks, digital magazines, online learning, access 
your account and manage your holds and loans. 

 
Library catalogue 

To access the library catalogue (for Quorn and all SA public libraries) from 

home:    www.onecard.network/quorn    
  

New computers and printers 
In order to successfully access the new computing and printing facilities please 
remember to bring your library card with you—as you will require your 
barcode and PIN number. 
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ADULT FICTION: 

Home at Last by Meredith Appleyard 

A Desperate Hope by Elizabeth Camden 

Suitcase of Dreams by Tania Blanchard 

The Opal Dragonfly by Julian 
Leatherdale 

Joyride by Anna Banks  

The Scholar by Dervla McTiernan 

Backlash by Lynda La Plante 

Their Little Secret by Mark Billingham 

The Boy by Tami Hoag 

The True Story of Maddie Bright by Mary 
Rose MacColl 

Murder at the British Museum by Jim 
Eldridge 

Blood River by Tony Cavanaugh 

War of the Wolf by Bernard Cornwell 

Believe Me by JP Delaney 

 

LARGE PRINT: 

The Woman on the Orient Express by 
Lindsay Jayne Ashford 

When Winter Comes by V.A. Shannon 

Sleepy Horse Range by William 
MacDonald 

Carnivalesque by Neil Jordan 

 

 

 

What’s new in  

the library? 
ADULT NON-FICTION: 

Rising Above: Inspiring Women in Sports 
by Gregory Zuckerman 

The Green Aisle’s Healthy Juicing by 
Michael Savage  

Stan Lee: The Man Behind Marvel by Bob 
Batchelor 

#MenToo by Bettina Arndt 

Talk Yourself Better by Ariane Sherine 

The Book of Books by Meredith Vieira 

South Australia: State of Transformation  

A Journey in Search of The Magic of 
Radio by Charlie Connelly 

The Hunt for MH370 by Ean Higgins 

 

JUNIOR FICTION: 

The Creakers by Tom Fletcher 

 

JUNIOR NON-FICTION: 

Australian States and Territories  

Migration to Australia from Asia 

 

CD: 

Women of the Dunes by Sarah Maine 

 

DVD: 

Fahrenheit 11/9 

Monash and Me 
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Walking Trails Support Group
THE ANNUAL WORK Session on the Trails on 

The Dutchman’s Stern and Mt Brown was held 

late in May. Volunteers from other parts of the 

State stayed as usual in the Shearers Quarters 

and Farmhouse at The Dutchman. 

Of the four Quorn members, only Leah Khoe 

was able to take part this time. Judy Harvey, 

Rob & Sue Marshall, David Sandison, Mike 

Turner, Kevin Wainwright, and Ann & Arthur 

Ward were Volunteers from elsewhere in SA. 

A major work was the dismantling and stack-

ing of the no longer used Umeewarra commun-

ications aerial on the Mt Brown summit. The 

parts will be taken out some time in the future. 

 
 

 
 

The Group sometimes erects poles explaining 

features of geological interest. Three were erect-

ed along the Mt Brown Trail this session. There 

are already three on The Dutchman’s Stern Trail. 

Trails get worn deeper by walkers so that 

they sometimes become miniature rivers during 

rain. To avoid this, the Group digs drains across 

the path at frequent intervals. They silt up over 

time. So over 50 on Mt Brown and over 100 on 

the Dutchman’s Stern were cleared this session. 

There is a remarkable geological feature 

below The Dutchman’s Stern farmhouse, show-

ing a glacial edge from a Snowball Earth era. 

The Friends of The Dutchman’s Stern once put 

in a trail to it, which was no longer evident. So 

the Group restored and re-signposted part of 

their Trail this Session. It begins at the Car Park. 

There are two wood and metal seats at 

Viewpoints along The Dutchman’s Stern Trail. 

The wooden slats in them need oiling occasion-

ally to preserve them, so this was done too. 

 
 

 

The Mt Brown Trail is a 13 km circuit with a 

one km spur to the Summit. The two arms of the 

circuit are the ‘Western’ and ‘Eastern’. Along 

the Eastern is a very rocky section, and work 

was done on it this time, as in the above photo. 

Another job that was begun during last year’s 

session was to paint blue sections on the way-

marker poles to make them more visible in dim 

light. Much more of this was done this time. 

Part of the east-west leg of the Mt Brown 

Trail sometimes gets obscured by cloud or fog. 

So 26 blue plates were fixed to the waymarker 

poles along the leg to deal with this problem. 

And more GPS records were made of points 

of interest for alerts on the Flinders Ranges 

Walks app for 16 SA National Parks Trails.    ◼ 

 
 

 

 

On Mt Brown summit. Volunteers dismantling the Umeewarra 
aerial solar panels. (One strut is on the right.) From Left— 

Arthur Ward (partly hidden), Mike Turner, Rob Marshall 

 

Rob Marshall removing a steep rocky step on the eastern 
ridge of the Mt Brown Trail. A simple screw jack is a great help 

A new UBCO electric bike proved its worth carrying equipment 
up the Trails. Seen here at The Dutchman’s Stern Shearers 
Quarters. From left— Rob Marshall and Kevin Wainwright 

Photo Kevin Wainwright 

Photo Kevin Wainwright 

Photo Sue Marshall 
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hikes were something to look forward to. Invariably 
I hiked sections each side of the programmed hikes 
on my own. This involved getting someone to pick 
me up at the end of the day or drop me off at the 
start. For this I used my wife, friends, relations and 
acquaintances where convenient, as well as caravan 
park managers and even a hotel publican. It was 
surprising who was willing to help. In this way I 
completed some 23 sections of the total 60 sections 
of the trail.
The experience of hiking the Heysen Trail has led 
to me walking several other trails, and I hope to do 
more while health and fitness permit. I would like 
to acknowledge the work of the volunteers who 
maintain the trail and, in particular, the volunteers 
who lead others in the various End-to-End groups.

HIKING THE HEYSEN TRAIL  
WHILE LIVING AT CLEVE

By John Schumann

Having started out walking the Heysen Trail from Cape Jervis back in May 2015,  
40 plus members of the End to-End 9 walking group from the Friends of the  
Heysen Trail expect to finish the 1200km journey in August this year. They will be 
in Quorn  in July, walking from Warren Gorge to Calabrinda Creek, on 7 & 8 July.
They then move to Hawker, walking from Calabrinda to Moralana Drive, over four 
days in walks ranging from 9kms to 30kms in length on 10-13 July. The final  
section, to Parachilna Gorge, will be walked in five sections from 12-17 August,  
while based at Rawnsley Park.

The hiking group would especially welcome any walkers from regional SA joining them for some or all 
of their walks. For more information check out Walks Programme at heysentrail.asn.au/walks/ or  
contact the Friends’ office on 8212 6299 or email heysetrail@heysentrail.asn.au and mention this advert.

John Schumann on the stile at Parachilna Gorge ... 
joined a six-day Friends’ walking group 

I happened to read an article in The Advertiser that 
the Friends of the Heysen Trail were organising 
a hike to celebrate Warren Bonython’s work in 

bringing the Heysen Trail to fruition. They planned 
to have someone hike every section of the Heysen 
Trail on the same day. I thought that it would be 
interesting to take part and contacted the Friends. 
This resulted in me hiking the section from  
Horrocks Pass to Broadview with four others. I 
chose this section as it was the closest to Cleve on 
Eyre Peninsula, where I live. I enjoyed the experi-
ence so much I decided to hike the rest of the trail. 
After joining the Friends in 2015, I booked on their 
End-to-End 5 group, with some trepidation, for a 
six-day walk north from Dutchman’s Stern in the 
Flinders Ranges. I was not sure whether I would 
keep up with these seasoned hikers or whether they 
would welcome me. As it turned out they could not 
have been friendlier and I did not disgrace myself 
on the fitness level. 
Hiking with End-to-End 5 on another six-day hike 
as they completed the trail, and experiencing their 
celebrations, made me even more determined to 
complete the trail. As it turned out, I was with 
another End-to-End, the first Friends’ group to 
complete the trail from north to south, when they 
celebrated their achievements at Cape Jervis.
When I finally completed the trail I hiked the last 
couple of days into Parachilna Gorge for a second 
time with another Friends’ group so that I could 
celebrate with them.
The two-day hikes, and especially the six-day hike 
from Inman Valley to Cape Jervis, suited me best as 
I could just about justify the travelling from Cleve. 
Over the next two years I hiked with six other End-
to-End groups when time and place suited. The 
social activities that took place after the multi-day 

Why not join us on the Heysen Trail...
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Welcome to the June edition of our Quorn 
Mercury Newsletter. Keeping you up to date 
with the latest news from the Pichi Richi 
Railway Preservation Society.  
 

The Afghan Express 
The service which operates from Pt Augusta 
to Quorn and return is hugely important for 
both the railway and Quorn. 
Five trips in April and May have operated this 
year. These trains carried a total of 578 
passengers who all spent two hours in Quorn 
for lunch. Afghan Express passengers are 
supporting local businesses and enjoying the 
ambience and history the town has to offer. 
 

History Unfolds for Friends 
On May 4th a group of 14 friends booked the 
special carriage known as Flinders to travel on 
the Afghan Express.  
   Each person had to research and depict an 
actual character from the period in history 
when the original Ghan worked on the narrow 
gauge line to Alice Springs.  
   Their characters varied enormously as the 
time span covered the 1880’s to the 1950’s. 
They acted out their roles dressed in costume 
telling the story of the characters they were 
portraying. It was a fun day and an interesting 
step back in time.  
   Each year these friends choose an 
‘experience’ in which to participate and all 
become involved over a weekend of amazing 
activities.  

June Scheduled Trains 
Sat June 1st Afghan Express—ex Pt Augusta 
Sun June 2nd Return to service of Yx141 
Sat June 8th Afghan Express—ex Pt Augusta 
10.30am  
Sun June 9th PRR Explorer ex Quorn 10.30am 
Sun June 9th Coffee Pot (booked out) 
Mon June 10th PRR Explorer ex Quorn 10.30 
Sun June 16th PRR Explorer ex Quorn 10.30 
Sat June 22nd Afghan Express ex Pt Augusta 
10.30 am 
Sat June 29th PRR Explorer ex Quorn 10.30 
 
Celebrating the Launch of Yx141 

Sunday June 2nd Yx 141 made its public 
debut. Official guests departed at 10.30 to 
travel to Woolshed Flat and return. 
   From 2.00pm the 40 minute shuttle trips to 
Summit and return commenced.  

 
A Family Affair 

At Easter time engine W934, which is used 
on the Explorer trips from Quorn, made a test 
run to Woolshed Flat. Wheels had been refitted 
following major work done and the engine was 
fired up for the first time in almost five years. 
   The crew on the footplate for this trip was a 
family affair with three generations working 
the train. On this occasion father and son were 
drivers and the young fireman was firing for 
both his father and grandfather.  
   The test run was over seen by PRR Crew 
Assessor on the cab that day. 
   It was history in the making for this family 
and Pichi Richi Railway. 

A Flinders Tradition since 1974           pichirichirailway.org.au            1800 777 245 

Afghan Express passengers depict the characters of the 
1880’s to the 1950’s 

Yx 141 returns to service 
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Quorn Golf Mens’ 

Open Day Results 

From Left: A Grade winner Haydn Hancock,  

B Grade Runner Up Neil Crisp From Crystal Brook,   

Open day sponsor, Corey Finlay 

A Grade Winner— K. Dillon. Score 70 

 Runner up— H Hancock. Score 78  

A Grade Handicap—Winner M Britza 71 nett  

Runner up—P Hancock 72 nett 

B Grade Winner—M McAuley. Score 86  

Runner up— N Crisp. Score 89 

B Grade Handicap Winner— I Cutter 67 nett 

Runner Up— C Edson 73 nett 

C Grade Winner—A Rac 47 Stableford points, 

Runner up—D Woodberry 35 Stableford points 

Veterans winner  I Cutter, 41 Stableford points 

A Grade Longest Drive—R Britza,  

A Grade Nearest the Pin—M Britza 

B Grade Longest Drive —Skull. 

B Grade Nearest the Pin—T Smith 

C  Grade Longest Drive—A Rac,  

Nearest the Pin—No winner 

All Grades Longest Putt—Harry Gorman 

Conditions on the day were sunny and cool with a 

much appreciated tinge of green on the course. ◼ 

Players after their final putts for the day.  

From left— K Wiseman, A Rac and N Crisp 

The Swimming season is over—just a dream now.  

   However the early morning lap swimmers were given a 

bonus final week. The pool was open to them on the regular 

swimming days—Monday, Wednesday and Friday, for the 

week after the pool officially closed. 

   During that week, a celebratory breakfast was cooked by 

Pool Supervisor, Jarrod Hilder, left. Swimmers sat down to 

bacon, eggs, tomatoes, fruit, cake.  

   Fruit juice toasts were made to Andrea McCallum, Pool 

Manager: Jarrod: and other supervisors; and Sue Smith, 

canteen manager (who made the morning coffees).            ■ 

 

Out of Season 
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Flinders Ranges Council seeks Expressions of Interest for a Risk Analysis of the Waste Repository 

The National Radioactive Waste Management Facility remains an unresolved and divisive issue hanging over 

our Communities, both here, and in Kimba.  The process stalled pending a ruling from the January Federal 

Court hearing into complaints by the Barngarla Aboriginal Determination Corporation about being excluded 

from consultation in the Kimba district.  The Adnyamathanha Traditional Landowners Association has lodged 

a complaint on similar grounds to the Human Rights Commission, which is yet to be dealt with. 

It is over three and a half years since the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science focussed on our 

community as the first preferred site.  DIIS promotion of the dump paused while the Government was in 

“caretaker mode” during the Federal election, but is now expected to crank up once more. 

At their last meeting on the 21st of May, Council moved to seek expressions of interest for an independent and 

suitably qualified, professional Risk Assessment and SWOT Analysis of the proposed facility.  All official 

information and assessments in the process so far have come from the Department.  As both proposer and 

promoter, its position cannot be seen as independent.  This assessment will, hopefully, examine the effects of 

the dump weighed up against the current Flinders Ranges economy and industries, including tourism, 

hospitality, services, pastoralism, agriculture and so on. 

The Flinders Local Action Group appreciates Council’s neutral position on the issue throughout this lengthy 

process and welcomes their initiative to assess it from the community’s perspective. 

Our position remains the same as it was three and half years ago: 

• Australia needs a dump for ALL of its nuclear waste. 

• The chosen site needs to permanently dispose of all categories - including legacy waste - from Lucas 

Heights, hospitals, research, defence forces and all other. 

• It needs to be a single, “state-of-the-art”, world’s best practice facility.  The most dangerous and 

long-lived waste is not being dealt with in the current process - only costly double or triple 

handling and temporary storage is proposed. 

• The site needs to be the best place culturally, geologically, seismically and socially - preferably on 

Commonwealth land. 

• It is not urgently needed.  This is proven by the fact that Australia’s first reactor was commissioned 

more than 60 years ago and there is still no national waste dump. 

• There is time for a new approach to do it once and do it properly. 

 

 

Flinders Local Action Group Executive 

(Contact: 0459 088 052) 
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Katie’s Pet  
Minding Service  

 
in your home 

 
 

Kbohr33@hotmail.com 
Ph: 0419206525 

Animal 
Care while 

you’re away 
 

Special needs 
experience 

Katie’s Pet Care 
Minding domestic pets in their home 

Character References available 

Rainfall 2019 
January 4.2 mm 
February 3.4 mm 
March 3.6 mm 
April 1.2mm 
May 51.2mm 
Year to Date 63.6 mm 

 

Classified 
Adverts 

 

 THANKS  
Colin Daniels 

On behalf of Colin’s family we would like to 
thank everyone who sent sympathy cards, 
phone calls and messages. We are very 

grateful for friends and family that were able 
to attend the service plus a big thank you to 
Marg Smith for conducting a lovely service. 

Thanks to the Quorn ladies auxiliary for the 
lovely food that was provided at the wake. 

To Doctor Tony and Vik, nurses and kitchen 

staff at the Quorn Hospital, thanks for all your 
kindness and care while Colin was in hospital. 

THANK YOU 

THE MAES  
Playing at Emily’s Bistro 
June 16 2019—3.30pm 
$25—Entry—at  the door 
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Contacts: 
Coming Events—Jillian Wilson, VIC, 862000510 
News in Brief— Peter on 8648 6768 or 

                 mercury@frc.sa.gov.au 

Quorn Mercury 7th June 2019 

 

  Single    Year Discount 

Full page $30 $250 $80 

Half page $15 $130 $35 

Quarter p. $ 8 $ 75 $13 

Eighth p. $ 5 $ 50 $ 5 

 Classifieds: $1 per line or part-line on the form 
provided at the Visitor Information Centre, Quorn. 

Charges 

Subscriptions: $35 for 12 months. 

Major Ads: 

Published— First Friday monthly, except January, 

at Quorn, South Australia 5433.  

Postal Address—PO Box 367, Quorn, SA 5433. 

Email—mercury@frc.sa.gov.au 
Public Officer—Tarla Kramer 
 

Next Issue's (July 5th 2019) deadlines: 
1. Handwritten materials, major advert roughs, and 
pictures for scanning to Visitor Information Centre 
Quorn Railway Station 4.30pm Wednesday 26th 
June. 
2. Submitted articles/items are preferred as an 
email attachment using Word or Publisher 
3. Classified Adverts on the form provided, at the 
Visitor Information Centre. Must be paid for when 
submitted. 4.30pm Friday 28th June 2019 

4. Photocopy-ready materials: Visitor Information 
Centre, Quorn. 4.30pm Friday 28th June 2019 

5. Publication — Friday morning 5th July 2019 

 

Guidelines for Photocopy-ready materials: 

• white A4 paper with 2cm margins all round; 
minimum  11-point type.  

• if less than half a page, please use full page 
width still within 2cm margins. 

Conditions—no material will be published that is 
not accompanied by the writer's name and either 

address or 'phone number, but not on the work. 

 

      All views & opinions expressed in the 

Quorn Mercury are those of the authors and 

contributors.  

      The Quorn Mercury is not responsible 

for these views & opinions, and publication 

in the Quorn Mercury does not in any way 

guarantee their accuracy. 

  

 
Health Calendar  

 

Requests for Allied Health 1300 760 177  

 
June 2019 

 

Contact Quorn Hospital 8648 7888 for dates 
 

  Podiatrist      

            Diabetes Education   

 Dietitian     

 Physiotherapist    

 Occupational Therapist  

 Speech Pathologist   

 Social Worker    
 

Bookings  8642 3201 

 

  June 

Anglican Church of St Matthews 
Three services a year: 

• St Matthew’s Day September 18th  

• Christmas Eve 

• Easter 
If required for a funeral service 

Ph: 8648 6162 or 8648 6763 
 

Catholic Church 
Church of the Immaculate 

Conception 
Parish Priest: Father Harold Camonias 

Sunday Mass       8.30am 
Weekday Mass (W-S)  9.00am 
 

Flinders Christian Fellowship 
Sunday Service  Weekly 10.00am 
Lunch         Mon & Thurs 12pm 
Bible study      Tues 12:30pm 
 

Uniting Church 
Sunday Service Weekly 11.00am 
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[Type here] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Regular Events 
Quorn 

Quorn Produce and Craft 
market last Sunday of 
month 
Quorn Book Club 
Wednesday 5th June 
Phone Sam Nester for more 
info 0456 129 870 
Women’s Fellowship— 
3rd Wednesdays 
see poster in Laundromat 
window or Facebook for details 
Quorn Men’s shed        
Breakfast 6th & 20th 

Flinders Flicks Friday 28th 
Tickets at Emily’s Bistro 
Storytime at the Library 10am 
12th and 26th or Phone Library 
or Check Quorn Out & About      
Spit Roast                                       
Emily’s Bistro - Every Sunday 

 
Hawker 

Community Group—Tuesday 
fortnightly 
Development Board— 
3rd Monday of the Month                                                           
Friendship Group— 
3rd Wednesday  
Sing Australia Hawker- 
welcomes everyone to sing 
Friday 3.30pm to 5.00pm 
Hawker Hospital Community 
Room  
Quilting Group—Friday 
fortnightly 
 

 

Events 
Pichi Richi Railway Train Journeys 
Pichi Richi Explorer - Departs 10.30am 
Quorn to Woolshed Flat and return. 
Afghan Express – Departs 10.30am 
 Port Augusta to Quorn and return                   
Pick up your timetable at the VIC Quorn 
or visit www.pichirichirailway.org.au     
 
Kaput with Tom Flanagan 
Sunday 16th June 1pm Hawker Institute 
Tickets at VIC Cost $20 adults Nunga $15 
children $10  
Children’s workshop follows. 
 
Rural Minds 
Workshop and free lunch Tuesday 18th 
June 10am-2:30pm at Great Northern 
Lodge. 
 
Melbourne International Comedy 
Festival Roadshow 
Thursday 27th June at 7pm. Tickets $55 at 
VIC 
 
Pichi Richi Marathon                                 
24th June                                                       
Full marathon — Port Augusta to Quorn. 
Half marathon Saltia Creek to Quorn. 
10.5km walk or run. 5km walk or run. 
Junior 1km dash all ending with 
Celebrations at Quorn Community Oval. 
Please remember a road closure will be in 
effect on the day.  
 
Pichi Richi Park Pasta night                    
Saturday 29th 6.30pm on the eve of the 
Pichi Richi Marathon Cost $20 adults $10 
children (12and under) Bookings 8648  
6898 -- accommodation available. 

Regular Events 
Quorn 

Aerobics/Walking Exercise                          
Monday and Thursday  
Anglican Church Hall 6pm. Cost $2. 
 

Asharnaye – Let’s Groove                   
Wednesday night 6.30pm at the School 
Gym. Cost $15 per session or $50 for 4. 
Groove is a simple & fun dance experience 
that conditions the body & nurtures the 
mind, body & soul. 
 

Boot Camp  
Tuesday 6am & Fridays 6.15am 
School/community Gym. Cost $2 
Line dancing                                          
Tuesday nights, 7pm, Town Hall. Cost $6. 
 

Yoga                                                        
Thursday nights 6.30pm  
Uniting Church Hall 
 

Probus                                                            
1st Tuesday of the month 10am  
Bowling Green Club rooms 
 

Quilting/Sewing/Knitting Group                                                 
Fridays at the Austral Hotel.                   
Everyone welcome 
 

Quorn Bowling Club                                
Interested in playing social bowls? 
Tuesday 1.00pm for 1.30pm start. 
Everyone is welcome to join in the fun.  
4 
Suzanne’s Dancers Quorn Tuesday at 
Quorn Parish Hall for children 

Quote of the Month 
Wickedness is a myth invented by good 
people to account for the curious 
attractiveness of others       
                                                   Oscar Wilde                                                     
.                                               

 PO Box 2, Quorn SA 5433                                                                                                

 
P: 08 8620 0510 F: 08 8648 6003 Free Call: 1800 220 980 

E: vic@frc.sa.gov.au W: www.flindersranges.com        
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Quorn sunrise 24.5.19 looking north 

Black Breasted Buzzard—photo taken at Witchelina Station recently by G Bannon 
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