
 AWKER 
 

 

Hawker Town Crier  –  Box 169 Hawker  SA  5434  –  email  towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 



RURAL AID GATHERING 

40 people gathered for a free informal barbeque lunch and afternoon tea to learn about 

Rural Aid can assist the people of our district.  The people of our district.  The afternoon 

was hosted by Dorothy Crosby the rural Aid concelllor from Quorn with support from Geoff 

Brock participants wrote down ideas for further community events 









Hawker Health Service 
Update   

November 2024 

Excellence Recognised and Celebrated  

On Friday 22nd November several hospital staff attended the FUNLHN Regional Awards. 

The Hawker Aged Care Team were finalists in the Excellence in Aged, Disability, 

Community and Mental Health category. 

After a beautiful meal was enjoyed the evening turned to the business end where the 

team were ecstatic to hear our name called as the winners. 

This award isn’t just about one moment of recognition—it’s about the countless moments 

of dedication, compassion, and teamwork that make our care so exceptional. Whether on 

the front lines with residents, supporting families, or ensuring the smooth running of our 

services  every single staff member has contributed to this achievement. 

It’s an honour to lead such a passionate and skilled team. The staff commitment to 

delivering high-quality, person-centred care doesn’t go unnoticed, and this award is a 

testament to the impact they have on the lives of those we support. 



Recently we have had school 

children coming over with some 

library books to read to the 

residents.  Each child spent time 

reading with a resident.   

The residents thoroughly enjoyed 

helping the children with the more 

tricky words and can’t wait for the 

next visit 

Mahjong 

Several staff members have  been taking the time to teach our residents how to play mahjong.  While the 

game can be quite tricky the residents have enjoyed the time together learning the game while 

exchanging banter about who will win the ‘riches’.  The friendly battle has started with a championship 

board soon to enter the arena.  

If you would like to learn Mahjong yourself, let us know at the hospital and we can teach you alongside 

the residents. 

 



Melbourne Cup 

Always known as the race that stops the nation, we all paused our day to watch the race—

sweep drawings in hand. 

TV ready, residents lined up and we turned the volume of the TV up for all to hear. 

Cheering on the winning horse, we all glance down to see who has drawn the 

winner…...Well, it turns out we watched some other race, with a totally different set of 

runners.  Thankfully Google helped us to work out who had won the sweeps and we could 

give out the prizes. 

We are hoping to have better luck with the watching the race next year! 

Halloween 

The hospital had cobwebs, 

ghosts and ghouls ready to 

scare the children as they 

did their trick or treating. 

Residents armed with lollies 

eagerly waited for the 

children to arrive. 

Many scary children enter 

the hospital bringing smiles 

to the residents faces. 

Many thanks to all the 

children that visited.  See 

you again next year 



Homemade Cards for Seniors 

We recently registered our residents with the Homemade Cards For Seniors program. 

This Australia wide program is open to all aged care facilities and Meals on Wheels recipients.  People of 

all ages donate homemade cards which are then collated and sent out.   The concept is to prevent some 

of the loneliness that can happen to someone in care. 

The resident recently received their cards and as intended the cards brought a  smile to everyone’s face. 

If you would like to know more about this program or perhaps register someone you know  please email  

homemadecardsaus@gmail.com 



FUNLHN Governing Board Meeting 

On The 21st of November the FUNLHN Governing Board held their 

meeting at Hawker in the residents lounge. 

Staff and Residents enjoyed a BBQ and a chat with them.   

Later in the day they had a public consultation that was well attended. 

Practice Nurse Penny 

Please meet Penny. 

Penny is the Practice nurse and works out of the Hawker 

Medical Centre. 

Penny does the health care plans, health checks , and can 

assist with aged care plans. 

Word on the street is that she makes a mean Quandong Pie 

Congratulations Amandeep 

Amandeep (pictured on the right with her brother Gagandeep) 

recently travelled back to India to get married on the 5th of 

December. 

On behalf of all the staff congratulations to Amandeep and her 

husband,  You looked stunning and we hope you have many 

happy years of marriage. 















TOWN CRIER CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

We welcome contributions from community members to your local paper, Town Crier.  

Thank you to our 2024 contributors who provided reports and other community news 

items.  In 2025 we are asking contributors to again email 

towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

We ask that, where possible, your articles be typed, saved and sent as Word Publisher or 

PDF documents 















                                                                           THE JOYS OF CHRISTMAS 

Recently the Hawker Community Singers joined with the Hospital Residents for a sing along in 

the Residents Lounge. Part way through we were joined by the Hawker School students who 

were spreading the Christmas cheer by giving residents and the singers Christmas cards. The 

students then journeyed to some other businesses in the town to give out more cards.  This 

was a lovely gesture by the students who were accompanied by teacher, Sharon Lam and 

Principal, Daren O’ Neill. 

Above : Ada presenting her card to 

Kevin. 

Right ; Students Leo, Paul, Lachlan,  

Maddie and Ada with teachers, 

ready to present their cards. 



Janet, Jeanie, Michael and  Christina having fun with glow sticks.. 

           Christmas spirit 

School students giving out their cards. When “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” was being 

sung, Janice distributed  miniature puddings to the residents. 



SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 2 Exercises  3 Mayor’s  

Christmas Party 

4 HCDB  

Meeting 

5 6 7 

8 9 10 School Presen-

tation Night 

11 12 Friendship 

Group 

13 14 Hawker v 

Cradock 

Cricket 

15 16 17 18 FR Council 

meeting  

19 Friendship  20 21 Cradock 

Pageant 

22 23 24 25 Christmas Day 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

29       
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 Swim and Sur-

vive 

7 8 9 10 

 

11 Cricket Tea 

12 13 14 15 16 Friendship 17 18 Cricket Tea 

19 20 21 22 Fellowship 23 24 25 

26 Australia 

Day 

27 28 29 30 31  
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 HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

CONGRATULATIONS to all those who 
celebrate birthdays in December. 

Doogal Hannagon                       -40 

James McInnis          -21     

    * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

                GET WELL 

Our thoughts and prayers are with all in our com-
munity who are not well. 

      

        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

                        DEATHS 

Our thoughts, prayers and deepest  
sympathy are with all community  
members who have lost a family member or friend 
recently. 

          * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

           WEDDING 

Congratulations to Doogal Hannagan and Louise 
Lynch on their recent marriage. 

Best wishes for many years of future happiness! 

 

 

 

 

        * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

How do you know Santa is a man? No woman 

would wear the same outfit year after year!     

 

 

 

 

One Christmas, a grandmother sent the usual money 

cheques to all her grandchildren but did not receive 

the usual notes of thanks. The next Christmas, all 

children dropped by in person to thank their grand-

mother. When a neighbour asked what caused the 

change in behaviour, the grandmother replied: 

"Simple! This year I didn't sign the cheques!" 

 

HAWKER FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

Held 3
rd

 Thursday of each month 

Come as you are, pay for what you order, enjoy a 

chat and catch up. 

For more information and to book your seat in 

2024 

Contact:  Social Secretary 

                David Meekhums 

                (08) 8648 4114 

Next Gathering:     

• 12th Dec at Old Ghan Restaurant  

• 16th January at Hawker General Store  

Members of Hawker Friendship Group wish 

everyone a wonderful Xmas, Happy New Year 

and look forward to meeting 

again in 2025.  

New members are most 

welcome! 

All Ages Welcome! 



Traditional Biscuits 
SUGAR BISCUITS 

225g softened butter 

1 cup caster sugar 

1½ tsp vanilla 

1 large egg 

450g plain flour 

¾ tsp baking powder 

Preheat oven to 180C. Lightly grease 3 oven trays. Beat 
butter and sugar in a large bowl until creamy. Add eggs 
and vanilla and beat until combined. Stir in sifted flour 
and baking powder. Turn dough out onto a floured sur-
face, cut into two and form into discs. Cover and chill 
one disc. Dust  the other disc with flour and roll out to 
about ¼ inch or .5cm. Cut into shapes and carefully 
move each shape onto prepared trays. Bake for 10 
minutes until the surface is light golden and the edges 
are just beginning to turn light golden. Allow to biscuits 
to cool completely on the trays. Repeat with the other 
disc of dough.  

CORNISH FAIRINGS 

225g plain flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

2 tsp bi-carbonate of soda 

2 tsp ground mixed spice 

1½ tsp ground cinnamon 

3 tsp ground ginger 

pinch of salt 

120g butter 

120g caster sugar 

5 tbs golden syrup 

Pre-heat oven to 180C. Lightly grease 2 baking trays. 

Sift together the flour, baking powder, soda, salt and 
spices. Rub in butter until the mixture resembles fine 
breadcrumbs. Stir in sugar. Add the golden syrup and 
mix well. Knead until it forms a smooth dough. Divide in 
half. Divide one half into 12 pieces and roll pieces into 
balls. Arrange on trays and bake 8-10 minutes until they 
have spread and browned. Allow to cool on the tray for 
5 minutes then carefully transfer to wire racks to cool 
completely. Repeat with the other half of the dough or 
the dough can be frozen for another time.  

 

 

 

 

 

LADY ALICE BISCUITS 

200g plain flour 

200g butter 

70g custard powder 

70g icing sugar 

1 tbs vanilla essence 

Pre-heat oven to 180C. Lightly grease 2 oven trays. Sift 
flour, custard powder and icing sugar. Knead in softened 
butter and vanilla. Knead until smooth. Roll into tea-
spoon sized balls and arrange on trays. Gently press 
each ball with the tines of a fork. Bake 15-20 minutes 
until lightly browned. Delicious joined together with 
lemon icing. 

HONEY BISCUITS 

225g honey 

225g sugar 

225g butter 

½ cup water 

570g plain flour 

2 level tsp ground cloves 

½ tsp ground cinnamon 

1 tsp bicarb soda 

1 tsp ginger 

Melt together honey, butter, sugar and water in a sauce-
pan. Cool. Sift together flour soda and spices into a large 
bowl. Stir in melted mixture and mix well. Allow to stand 
over night. The next day preheat oven to 180C and light-
ly grease 2 oven trays. Knead dough until smooth then 
roll out on a floured surface to about half a centimetre 
thick. Cut into shapes and carefully place onto prepared 
trays. Bake 15 minutes until golden. Allow to cool for 5 
minutes on the trays then carefully move them onto 
wire racks to cool completely. The biscuits will be soft 
while hot but will harden as they cool.   

This biscuit dough MUST be left to rest in a cool place 
overnight as it is too sticky to work on the day it is mixed 
and if extra flour is added the biscuits will be too hard 
after baking.  









NETTLE 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

“ For all your electrical needs” 

 

For all domestic, commercial & 

industrial wiring, rewiring, 

undergrounds, upgrades and 

general electrical needs including 

solar installation, Refrigeration, Air 

conditioning & maintenance.  

 

Phone Koby Nettle 

0418 562 626 

 

PO BOX 84 LAURA SA 5480 

koby.nettle@outlook.com  

CALL OR TEXT AMANDA 

0447 936 742—8648 4886 

 

 

Pure Beauty 
By Amanda  

QUALIFIED BEAUTY THERAPIST  

 

 



Further THANK YOUs 

 Special thanks to Ken Anderson for setting up the sound equipment, the men for cooking the 

barbecue, Arthur Coulthard, Warren Milera, Lisa O’Neill and Community Singers for their 

performances.  Highlights of the night for parents and grandparents were watching the 

performances of the younger school children singing Wonderful Christmastime and the Kids Club 

who dressed as and sang the Twelve Days of Christmas and a special version of O Come all ye 

Faithful.  Thanks go to Priya Moyle, Stef Teague and Robyn McInnis for their time spent with the 

children practicing. Thanks also to John Teague for keeping the evening moving along by 

emceeing and the Fellowship that made the figgy puddings… 

The event was held in the Hawker Community Sports Centre and we thank the Committee for 

allowing us the use of the Centre, also thank you to the bar persons who were kept busy. 

We wish to acknowledge Port Augusta Meats for their generous donation of 100 sausages, and 

the Nairne Strawberry Farm who reduced normal pricing. This definitely helped boost our profit 

for the evening, along with those of the Auxiliary who donated salads and onions. 





—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 

From the TOWN CRIER Archives 
 36 Years Ago  -  December 1988                                                                                                                   (Cover Price 70c) 

 

Music Camp:  24 students from Hawker Quorn and Leigh Creek attended a 2 day camp  at Hawker  involving indi-
vidual workshops and group practices before performing before a public audience in Hawker and Leigh Creek. 

Historical Notes from The Adelaide Observer Dec 9th 1899:   

Wilson—November promised to put up a record for coldness. The grasshoppers have done a great deal of damage 
and the number of rabbits has also increased. Estimated average of wheat is only 31/2 bushels. 

Beltana-  Rabbits are still a great pest. Even if it rains it would be a mixed blessing, for moist air would cause the dead 
rabbit smell to assume proportions which the hot, dry air has kept in check. 

Hawker– The annual meeting of subscribers to the Institute was held last evening. There are 47 subscribers to the 
library which contains 572 books of which 51 are new. The committee offered free reading to six schools in the dis-
trict and five accepted the offer. 

Weather:  The highest maximum for the month of November was  40.1 c .The lowest minimum was 7.5 c and there 
was 13.2 mm rain. 

 20 Years Ago  -  December 2004                                                                                                               (Cover Price    $1.50$1.20) 

 10 Years Ago  -  December 2014                                                                                                                (Cover Price $2.00) 

Historical Notes: December 24th 1861 the first tram began operating in Sydney and was pulled along by 
four horses. 

In one day in May 1915 versatile Cyril Gove was a jockey on a horse that ran third in a race at Mooney Val-
ley, at 2pm he was a valuable player for Essendon Football Club when he played an outstanding game; then 
later that evening he was a finalist in the State Boxing tournament..  

The famous swimming stroke “The Australian Crawl” was pioneered in Sydney in 1897. 

November 28th 1937 Gundagai’s Dog on the Tucker Box statue was unveiled.. 

December 1st 1915 South Australia’s Women’s Police Force was set up. 

 

Weather: The highest maximum for November was 40.5  The lowest minimum was 6.2 and the rainfall was 
39 mm. 

 

Weather:  

Whilst minimum temperatures were close to the long term average, maximums continued on their way well 
above average this spring. The November average maximum of 31.6 was a significant 2.5 above the long 
term average and contributed to the warmest spring on record. Several heavy showers on Saturday 1st No-
vember resulted in 21.6mm of rain,, and together with further smaller falls a week later, contributed to a 
monthly total of 37.2mm highest since 2009. 

The highest maximum was 41.6 and the lowest minimum was 8.0 



GENESIS TRANSPORT AND REMOVALS 

“Genesis Furniture removalists” 

85524000  

genesis@genesistransport.com.au 

 

 

 www.genesistransport.com.au  

GENESIS FURNITURE REMOVALISTS 

http://www.genesistransport.com.au




HAWKER HOTEL 
Lunches 12-2pm 

Dinner 6-8pm 

Come in and find out what nightly specials we have 

Takeaways phone 08 86484102 

Happy Hour  Wed 5-6, Fri 5-7, Sun 5-6 

We would love to see you 

 

All welcome  



My office can help 
with Federal issues 
including; 
Centrelink,  
Immigration,  
Communications, 
Veterans Affairs & 
many others  

Rowan Ramsey 

Please contact Rowan’s office 

 1300 301 742 or 8633 1744 

Email: rowan.ramsey.mp@aph.gov.au 

 Ring my office for an appointment next 

time I am in Hawker or if more urgent ring 

or email my office and I will get back to 

PORT AUGUSTA  

 

MEAT STORE 

Owner Ron Surman 

69 Commercial Road Port Augusta 

(near the Bread Shop) 

All cuts of Meats, Family packs,  

Bulk buys of Pork, Beef & Lamb 

Place an order by Phone and it can be  

delivered to Hawker (conditions apply) 

Please contact us for a detailed list of the 

 Meat Packs 

Contact Ron on 

Ph: 8642 2255   Fax 8641 1787 

 



CHARGES FOR 2025 

The Town Crier Editorial Committee 

would like to take this opportunity to 

advise our Readers/ Supporters and 

Business Contributors of the  

Town Crier Charges for 2025 

Payments to the Town Crier can be made by: 

Cash – paid at Hawker Motors 

Direct Credit – HCDB BSB 015-206  

  Account No: 6220 04022 

Cheque: Made payable to the  

Hawker Community Development Board. 

Payment of Subscribers & Advertisements to be 

Paid on submission. 

Electronic $27.50 forward your email details to Town Crier 

Postal  $66.50 

NO JANUARY TOWN CRIER  

Email: towncrier@discoverhawkersa.com.au 

 

 

For all your electrical and whitegood repairs 

 

Moose Haywood 

PO Box 15 

Hawker SA 5434 

Mooseelectrical@outlook.com 

0427758288 

 

 

Contractors License—PGE185799 

Moose Electrical and Repairs 

Notice for our Readers, Subscribers and Advertisers. 

Unfortunately due to rising costs we have decided to make the cost of the Town Crier $2.50 for 2025.  We have left the 

Advertising costs the same as we know a lot ofbusinesses are having a hard time and we certainly appreciate the value of your 

patronage.  The money which comes in from Advertising helps alleviate the cost of production. We are indebted to these 

businesses and people who advertise. 

Also to our the readers who continue to buy the Town Crier monthly or pay annual subscriptions, postal or email,  we 

appreciate your continued support. 

If you have any ideas to add to the Town Crier please tell us or any one who is interested is always welcome to join the Town 

Crier Committee. 

The Town Crier committee wishes all our readers a happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year. 

 

Donations 

Thank you to the following groups who have made 

donations to the Town Crier this year 

Hawker Community Sports Centre  

Flinders Ranges Branch ICPA 

Hawker Craft Mart 

Hawker Cricket Club  

Please note: 

Contributions are not necessarily the views of the editorial 

committee All letters must be signed by the author but can 

be printed anonymously  





JA & LR 

EARTHMOVING  

Bulldozers  -  CAT D7, Kom D65, CAT D5  

Excavator  -  3.2 ton, 3 buckets 

Skidsteer  -  trencher & post hole digger 

Tip Truck  -  7 ton capacity, 2-way tailgate 

Public Liability Insurance 

SPECIALISING IN REMOTE & RUGGED AREAS 

Contact John  -  0428 430 197 

gibson.britinoz@bigpond.com 

First Street, Hawker, SA 

At home: 08 8844 5117 

McINNIS PLUMBING HAWKER 

Can do: 

• Hot/Cold Water Installation 

• Gas 

• Back Flow Testing 

• General Maintenance 

Licence NO: PGE 5514 

                     BLD53713 

 

andrewmcinnis1@bigpond.com 

Phone Andrew 0437870378 



24 HOUR FUEL—Open 7 DAYS A WEEK  

(Mon—Fri 8am—7pm, Sat / Sun—8am—7pm) 

(Fuel available after hours, using cards, EFTPOS, most cards accepted including BP Cards) 

 

Fuel, Cold drinks, Coffee, Ice, Hot food, Cakes,  

Confectionery, groceries, automotive accessories, lubricants, 
pet food, maps, souvenirs  

 

Now stocking local products, including Me & Moo, Crescent Moon, 
Flinders Mallee View Candles, Hempylicious, Gourmet beef Jerky and 

many more 
 

40 Elder Tce Hawker     86484086 

Email: admin@hawkerroadhouse.com.au 




